Kilkenny Borough Council
Municipal Policy Committee


- “Building the Economic Foundations for the Next 400”- 
A Forum for the Commercial/Business Community of Kilkenny City. 

Venue : The Rivercourt Hotel, Kilkenny.
In Kilkenny we work together, that’s what makes us a winning team!

Winners don’t buckle when times get tough, they go out there and play differently- they think outside the square. They outwit their opponents.
If you think laterally, outside the square or have a new innovative idea, we would like you to consider joining a winning team from 9.30am-1.30pm on March 7th, 2009. 
Kilkenny’s built Heritage and innate charm afford Kilkenny an opportunity that other destinations envy. However, it is incumbent upon us to utilise our strengths in a sustainable manner to assist business develop, create employment and deliver a reasonable economy to our citizens in these challenging economic times. It is our job to unveil the benefits of doing business in Kilkenny and we wish to have your input. 

We wish to attract business, industry and commercial activity to locate in Kilkenny, while simultaneously encouraging locally based businesses to survive, grow and thrive. The Kilkenny Business Forum is designed to discuss and realise some new opportunities for Kilkenny.

The main purpose of the Forum is to provide an opportunity for the business and commercial fraternity of the greater Kilkenny City area to gather and hear the thoughts and views of a number of successful, locally based, entrepreneurs as well as some others who are in a position to influence the economic growth of Kilkenny City. The ideas and thoughts of those who are involved at the forefront of business, will generate debate and hopefully may even provide the motivational ‘spark’ and confidence required for potential entrepreneurs to rise above the current economic slump.
 

The forum is an initiative of the Kilkenny City Municipal Policy Committee, and is free to all attendees.
To reserve your place please reply by email to conference@kilkennycity.ie 

or by phone to 056-7794500.

Places will be reserved on a first come first served basis.
Chair:  John Murray, “The Business”, R.T.E.

9.30am – 10.10am – Session 1: Official Opening and Scene Setting

	Cllr. Pat Crotty, Mayor of Kilkenny, Owner of Paris Texas café-bar. 

	Current Mayor, Pat was again Mayor in 2003. He has also shown his sense of Civic Pride as Chairman to Kilkenny Employment for Youth; Board member of Rothe House Trust; member of Kilkenny Corporation since 1999. As Chairman of Kilkenny Tourism for two years and South East Regional Tourism Authority Chairman for ten years and a member of the Kilkenny City and County Vintners Federation Committees, Pat is more that qualified to talk on Irish Tourism and its importance to Kilkenny.
Former Chairman of the Small Firms Association for the last three years, Pat also served as President of Kilkenny Chamber of Commerce.




Mr. John McGuinness, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and  Employment
First elected to the Dáil in 1997. Member of Oireachtas Committee of Finance and Public Services. Vice Chairman of the P.A.C (Public Accounts Committee). Voluntary Directorships: Young Irish Film-Makers, Kilkenny Industrial Development Company LTD, Chairman of Kilkenny Information Age Ltd. 
Selected as Minister for Trade and Commerce in 2007.
10.20am – 11.10am - Session 2: The Entrepreneurial View
Bobby Kerr


1991 – 1992 Business Development Director Campbell Catering. 

1992 –1997 Managing director Bewleys Oriental Café, Bewleys Franchising and 
Bewleys Bakery. 


1997 – 1998 director of development Campbell Bewley Group. 

1999 established “PERK” Coffee Shops. Opened 1st site in Grafton Street in 
November 1999. Opened in Baggot Street, Dawson Street and 2 sites in UCD.


2003 – Bought out Fitzers who were 50% shareholders in PERK.  Sold Perk to 
Insomnia. Reinvested all the proceeds of the Perk sale back into Insomnia. Became a 
shareholder and CEO


2004 – to date. Lead the expansion of Insomnia from 17 to 50 shops and increased 
turnover from €5 to €13 Million.


2008 – Sold 51% of the Insomnia group to Penninn valuing the business at €16 
million. 


2008 – Spearheaded the sale of the Newpark hotel for €23 million.

Invited to become a Dragon on the Irish version of The Dragons Den, a high profile television program currently showing on prime time RTE. 

John Purcell:

John is Director and Chief Executive of KCLR 96fm,Director of Purcell 
Masterson, 
Marketing and Communications consultancy company,Director and former Chairman 
of NewsTalk 106 – 108, National Independent Talk Radio Station. Director of 
Independent Radio Sales Limited Member of the Board of both Kilkenny and Carlow 
Chambers of Commerce.
Jim Flynn


Jim Flynn is acting Chairman of Kilkenny City Centre Traders Group. This group has a 
passionate interest in, and a long standing record of investment in Kilkenny City with 
many of its member’s businesses stretching back to the 19th century. While both co-
operating and competing with national and international brands they stay up to date 
with current consumer needs and make a significant contribution to what makes 
Kilkenny unique.

Jim himself owns Kilkenny Café in Market Cross for fourteen years now (nine of these 
as a franchisee of Bewley’s). He will be discussing an exciting research and 
development initiative on consumer expectations in Kilkenny City. This project is 
being undertaken in association with the Kilkenny Cares group, Enterprise Ireland, 
Failte Ireland and the Waterford Institute of Technology.


Jim is also a psychologist, who consults on leadership and organisational 
development for leading companies including Microsoft, Dell, the I.D. A., and W.I.T.
11.10 am – 11.30am – Tea/Coffee

11.40am – 11.50am –Session 3: Tourism and Events
Kilkenny Tourism and Kilkenny 400 

“Strategically planning Kilkenny’s Tourism future through tourism and events”
Brid O’Connell, Welcome Marketing,- MSc, MMII, MPRII


Brid established Welcome Marketing almost 8 years ago, and has experience in both the 
public and private sector in the area of Tourism and Marketing for over 20 years. 

Bríd has a unique understanding of sustainable planning, development and destination 
marketing and has developed a model for sustainable tourism that can be used as a 
blueprint for any county in Ireland. Her understanding of Local Authority and private 
industry allows Welcome Marketing to fast-track the adoption of an integrated 
approach between public and private partnership regarding tourism/business 
development and event management at a sustainable and economically viable level. 
Welcome Marketing currently consult to Kilkenny Tourism and Kilkenny 400.

Work to date includes projects with various agencies including Local Authorities, 
OPW, Failte Ireland and LEADER. Work with business representative bodies include 
Small Firms Association (SFA), Irish Hotels Federation (IHF), Crafts Council of 
Ireland(CCOI) and the Heritage Council ( IHC). 

11.50am – 12.30 Session 4: Maximising the Potential
Willie Slattery, Head of European offshore domiciles and Country Head for State Street in Ireland

 

William Slattery was appointed Executive Vice President of Street Street 
Corporation and Country Head of Street Street in Ireland in July 2007.  He was 
appointed Head of European Offshore Domiciles in August 2008.  Mr. Slattery had 
been Managing Director of Deutsche International (Ireland) Limited since January 
2002.  Mr. Slattery worked for the Central Bank of Ireland for more than twenty 
years until 1996 and was responsible for supervising Dublin’s International Financial 
Services Centre from its establishment in 1987 until 1995.  Immediately prior to 
leaving the Central Bank of Ireland Mr. Slattery was Deputy Head of Banking 
Supervision where he was responsible for the supervision of all Irish banks and 
building societies. 
Joe Crockett, County Manager, Kilkenny County Council

Joe Crockett is County & City Manager of Kilkenny. Previously, Joe was Carlow 
County Manager, and Assistant County Manager of Meath County Council. He also 
worked in the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in 
Local Government Policy, in Water Services Division, in Housing Management, in 
Planning & Development Policy and in An Bord Pleanala.
12.30 – 1.30pm – Open Forum
Tea, coffee, soup and sandwiches will be served to all attendees at the close of the forum. 

Attendance and refreshments are free of charge.
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