KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

10th MAY, 2010, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, Betty Manning, Paul Cuddihy, David Fitzgerald, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone, Seán Ó hArgáin, Joe Reidy,  Andrew McGuinness.

Apologies:
John Coonan, Marie Fitzpatrick,

Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. John Dempsey,
Head of Finance and Ms. Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, Kilkenny Co. Council.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 4TH May , 2010, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Adjournment

It was Proposed by Cllr. J. Reidy
            Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett
            And Agreed:

“That the meeting adjourn for ten minutes as a mark of respect to the late John Edward Malone and that the sympathy of the Council be extended to Cllr. Joe Malone and his family”.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.
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Item 2. :
Confirmation of Minutes:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th May, 2010:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th May, 2010, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett
Seconded by Cllr. Sean OhArgáin
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item No. 3:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor:
(i)

Links Project:

The Mayor noted the recent meeting in Kilkenny in relation to the Urbact initiative under the Links Programme.

(11)

Litter Pickathon:

The Mayor commended the volunteers from Kilkenny Local Authorities who participated in the recent litter pick.

(111)

St. Francis Abbey Brewery Anniversary:
The Mayor congratulated all involved in the “Smithwicks 300” celebrations and referred to the Civic Reception held on Thursday 29th April. 2010.
(iv)

Skatepark at the Closh:

The Mayor requested an update on progress on the Skate Park and amenity area at the Closh.  Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer advised that the archaeological assessment would take place following completion of the tender process.

(v)

The Mayor reminded members of an invitation to the Kilkenny Borough Council to attend the installation of the Reverend Canon Katharine Poulton as Dean of Ossory on Friday 21st May, 2010.
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(vi)

The Mayor also noted the recent death of Mrs. Rita Childers, mother of M.E.P. Nessa Childers and agreed to convey the sympathy of the Council to the Childers family.

(vii)

Fix Date for Annual Meeting:
It was Proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett


Seconded by Cllr. Betty Manning


And Agreed:

“That the Annual Meeting of Kilkenny Borough Council be held on 21st June, 2010 at 7.30 p.m.”

4.

Appointed Stands Bye-Laws:

Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald advised the meeting of the content of the proposed Bye-Laws and referred to the consultation process and statutory requirements.  He noted that the draft Bye-Laws had been brought before the members at the February, 2010 meeting.  No submissions had been received during the statutory public notice period.
It was:

Proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett



Seconded by Cllr. Sean OhArgáin



And Agreed:

“That the Kilkenny Borough Council Appointed Stands Bye-Laws 2010, as circulated be and are hereby adopted”.
5.

Amendments to Scheme of Letting Priorities:

Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer advised the meeting that this item was being withdrawn,  pending the introduction of a National Scheme of Letting Priorities.

6.

Housing Quarterly Report to quarter ended 31.03.2010:
Members noted the contents of the Quarterly Housing Report which had been originally circulated on 06.04.2010.
Ms. Anne Maria Walsh replied to questions on a number of topics, including

· 3  -
· Ossory Park Remedial Scheme
· Vacant Borough Council properties
· Leasing of private houses
· Housing allocation of €2.4 million to Kilkenny Borough Council for 2010
· Refusal of accommodation for various reasons.
7.
Kilkenny Leisure Complex Ltd. (Watershed) – Conversion of


Long Term Loans into Preference Shares:




Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance, explained the background to this item and referred to the fact that the Kilkenny Borough Council investment in the Watershed was appearing on the Watershed accounts as a loan repayable on demand.  He indicated that this investment of €7.1 million could more accurately be reflected as a share-holding.

Members expressed reservations about the issue and it was agreed, following a vote, that this item would be deferred to the June monthly meeting.

8.
Amenity Grants Scheme 2010:
Proposed by Cllr. Sean OhArgáin

Seconded by Cllr. Martin Brett 

And Agreed:

“That the report and recommendations of Mr. B. Tyrrell as circulated with the Agenda be agreed”.
9.
Roadworks Scheme 2010:
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald explained the content of the Roadwork Scheme 2010, which had been circulated to members on 06.04.2010.
Mr. Fitzgerald responded to queries raised in relation to specific areas, including Newpark Drive, O’Loughlin Road and also in relation to public lighting.  He agreed to review proposed works at Fr. Hayden Road which had not been included in the proposed scheme.

Members requested that the public procedure to extinguish an old right of way at Bishops Meadows be initiated and referred to requests from residents in the area.
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10.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Martin Brett received 13.07.2009.



 
Notice having been given, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Martin Brett

Seconded by Cllr. Sean OhArgáin

And Agreed:

“That a review be taken of business in the City in view of the ongoing financial difficulties experienced by all”.

Following a discussion on the motion, it was agreed to await the finalisation of an Economic Strategy for Kilkenny, which was being proposed by the County Manager.  Members also felt that there could be a role for the Kilkenny City Municipal Policy Committee to engage with business interests”.

11.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. David Fitzgerald 
received 11.01.2010.






 
Notice having been given, it was

Proposed by Cllr. David Fitzgerald

Seconded by Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

And Agreed:

“That Kilkenny Borough Council implements a financial incentive scheme to support start up and expanding business in the Borough Council area in the current financial year”

Councillor Fitzgerald elaborated on his proposal, involving a phased reduction in local authority commercial rates to encourage the occupation of vacant commercial property as a means of supporting local enterprise and employment.  The qualifying criteria, including a six months vacancy term for the subject property, were outlined.
Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services and Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance responded to the issues raised, and to potential difficulties including rating law, possible displacement of existing business and consequential loss of rates incomes.  It was also noted that an Economic Strategy for Kilkenny currently being finalised, should be considered prior to implementation of this type of incentive.                                                                                            /…
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/…

Following a debate on this issue, it was agreed to amend the wording of the motion as follows:-

“That Kilkenny Borough Council considers the implementation of a financial incentive scheme to support start up and expanding businesses in the Borough Council area in the next financial year”.

12. Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Joe Reidy and Cllr. Andrew McGuinness received on 10th February, 2010.

"Due to the impact of traffic since the introduction of the Linear Park, we propose that traffic calming measures be carried out at Riverside Drive/Bishops Meadows as a matter of urgency and that the lighting be completely switched on at the Linear Park."
It was noted that the works referred to are included in the Road Works Scheme 2010 and that the public lighting is operational in this area.

13.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. John Coonan received 17.02.2010:







 
It was noted that Mr. Liam Keane has also been invited to address Kilkenny County Council and it was agreed that there should be an address to a joint meeting of Kilkenny Borough and County Councils.
14.
South East Regional Drugs Task Force:
 
It was agreed that Patrick Connaughton of the South East Regional Drugs Task Force would address the members at 7.00pm on 14th June 2010, prior to the June Monthly meeting
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This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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