KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

8th MARCH, 2010, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, John Coonan, Betty Manning, Paul Cuddihy, David Fitzgerald, Marie Fitzpatrick, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone, Seán Ó hArgáin, Joe Reidy,  Andrew McGuinness.

Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 1st March, 2010, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th February, 2010
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th February, 2010, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Betty Manning

Seconded by Cllr. Martin Brett
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item No. 2:
 Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor:
(i)
Cartoon Saloon:
The Mayor congratulated Cartoon Saloon Limited on their recent success in being nominated for an Oscar Award for “The Secret of Kells” and informed the Members that a Reception will be held in City Hall to mark the achievement.
(ii)
Na Fianna – All Ireland Talent Show Competition.
The Mayor expressed his best wishes to the group “Na Fianna” who will compete in the final of the All Ireland Talent Show on Sunday, 14th March, 2010.

(iii)
 Fair Trade City Status.

The Mayor called for a reiteration of support for the Fair Trade City Status of Kilkenny and he was formally supported by the Members.
(iv)
 International Women’s Day.

The Mayer noted the celebration of International Women’s Day and paid tribute to the contribution of women to current and previous Borough Councils.

(v)
URBACT Conference in Bayonne, France
The Mayor provided a report of his recent meeting in Bayonne regarding Kilkenny’s participation in the URBACT Programme and informed the Members that Kilkenny’s proposal is now submitted to the E.U. for formal approval.

(vi) Coícís na Gaeilge/Seachain na Gaeilge

Labhair an Mheara faoi Coicis na Gaeilge/ Seachtain na Gaeilge agus mhol se na gniomhachtai. 
(vii)
Town Hall Meetings

The Mayor informed the Meeting of two upcoming public meetings to be held in the Council Chamber, City Hall on 23rd and 30th March, 2010 at 7.30 p.m.  The Meeting on the 23rd March will be in relation to “Cycling in the City” and the Meeting on the 30th March will be regarding the Tidy Towns 2010 Campaign.

(viii) Review of Retail Strategy

Members requested that a review of the existing retail strategy be initiated.

Item No. 3:
 Disposal of Interest in Lands at No. 23, Maudlin Street, Kilkenny.
Proposed by:

Cllr. Andrew McGuinness
Seconded by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at No. 23, Maudlin Street, Kilkenny.”

Item No. 4:
Presentation by “The Rock” Youth Group.
Mr. Scott Evans gave a presentation to the Members on “The Rock” Youth Group and outlined the range of youth services the Group provide.  Following this Mr. Evans replied to a number of queries raised.  The Members thanked Mr. Evans for his presentation.

Item No. 5:
Presentation on 2010 International Year of Bio-Diversity
The Mayor gave a presentation to Council on International Year of Bio-Diversity 2010.  He outlined work done to date to enhance urban bio-diversity and proposals for future efforts which could help the city’s tidy towns bid.  He also mentioned events planned for International Bio-Diversity Day on May 22nd and asked the Council to support continued measures to enhance urban bio-diversity in Kilkenny including planting of the city stretch of the River Nore.
Item No. 6:

Update on Mobility Management Plan
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald gave an update to the meeting on the progress of the implementation of the Mobility Management Plan. Mr. John Mulholland stressed that the support of local business is required to ensure the successful implementation of the Plan and it needs to be afforded some time to see the benefits from its implementation, and that a step by step monitoring procedure will be in place to assess the impact of the proposed one way system, which will commence on 6th April 2010.

He further added that funding in the sum of €50,000 has been secured to assist with funding the Kilkenny bid under the Department of Transport “Smarter Travel” initiative.

Mr. Fitzgerald confirmed for members that the current pedestrianisation of St.Kieran’s Street would continue, with increased hours of operation.

Members supported the trial period for the Plan and raised concerns, particularly in the commercial and business areas, to which Mr. Mulholland and Mr. Joe Crockett responded.

Mr. Mulholland advised that the impact of the Plan would be assessed over a range of engineering/business criteria, e.g. footfall, comfort, congestion and a full brief is to be agreed. He also asked that cognisance be taken of the already difficult economic climate and the difficulty in relating any further decline in business being attributed to changes in traffic patterns.
Following a full range of contributions from members Mr. Joe Crockett reminded members that the purpose of the Mobility Plan was to improve the appearance of streetscapes, facilitate pedestrian and vehicular movement and improve people’s experience of Kilkenny.

Item No. 7:
Presentation on Tidy Towns 2010.
Mr. John Mulholland gave a presentation on the Tidy Towns campaign for 2010 and replied to a number of queries raised by the Members.
The report focussed on the combined efforts of local authority work programmes, existing voluntary effort and the need to engage as widely as possible to include residential and commercial interests, in a targeted campaign for 2010.

Members welcomed the report and joined the call for enhanced community engagement in the work required to present Kilkenny in the best possible way.

Members also welcomed the voluntary work being undertaken in communities and commended the efforts of the Keep Kilkenny Beautiful committee.
Item No. 8:
Review of On-Street Parking
Members were given a presentation on the aims and objectives, adoption, implementation and operation of the on street parking charges system.
Members agreed that there has been a general public acceptance of the On-Street Parking Scheme and complimented the Traffic Department Staff on the courteous and efficient service which they provide.
Mr. B.Tyrrell referred to the fact that early indications showed income from on street charges was below the budgeted figure, and that the availability of paid parking spaces has had the effect of reducing incidences of illegal parking.

During a discussion the Members referred to the need for more long term parking spaces, and to the difficulties being encountered in some residential areas.

It was agreed that the 15 minutes grace period be noted on the machines. It was also agreed that extra time credit would be given for overpayments in the medium stay zones. The use of traffic control measures, including double yellow lines, cycleways and appropriate signage, would be used to reduce the pressure in residential areas.
Item No. 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Andrew McGuinness, Cllr. John Coonan, Cllr. Joe Reidy and Cllr. Joe Malone received 10th February, 2010.
Proposed by:
Cllr. Andrew McGuinness
Seconded by:
Cllr. John Coonan
“In order to strengthen our efforts to win the Tidy Towns contest we propose the setting up of a committee comprising of representatives from Keep Kilkenny Beautiful, City Resident Associations, Kilkenny Borough Council staff and Borough Council Members.  The sole aim of this committee is to focus on improving our bid for the Tidy Towns and to enhance the national perception of Kilkenny.”

Following a discussion it was agreed to amend the proposed Notice of Motion as follows:

“In order to strengthen our efforts to win the Tidy Towns contest we endorse the Mayor’s proposal to hold a Town Hall Public Meeting, comprising representatives from Keep Kilkenny Beautiful, City Resident Associations, Kilkenny Borough Council staff and Borough Council Members.  The sole aim of this Meeting is to focus on improving Kilkenny’s bid for the Tidy Towns and to enhance the national perception of Kilkenny.”
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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