KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

8th FEBRUARY, 2010, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, John Coonan, Betty Manning, Paul Cuddihy, David Fitzgerald, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone, Seán Ó hArgáin, Joe Reidy,  Andrew McGuinness.


Apologies:  Marie Fitzpatrick.

Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 4th January, 2010, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 11th January, 2010
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 11th January, 2010, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. John Coonan 
Seconded by Cllr. Andrew McGuinness
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising

Amendment to Minutes

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Joe Riedy

Seconded by:

Cllr. John Coonan

And Agreed

“that the Minutes of the January Monthly Meeting be amended to include a decision taken at the meeting to write to the ESB requesting that the ESB would implement a payments schedule to assist any customers in arrears due to a high consumption of electricity during the recent severe weather.”

Item No. 2:
 Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor:
(i)
Cartoon Saloon:
The Mayor congratulated Cartoon Saloon Limited on their recent success in being nominated for an Oscar Award for “The Secret of Kells”.
(ii)
Presentations for March Monthly Meeting

The Mayor suggested that a short presentation be made at the March Monthly Meeting by “The Rock” Youth Group and the 2010 International Year of Bio Diversity Committee.

(iii)
Tidy Towns Competition 2010.

The Mayor issued a public appeal for support for Kilkenny’s attempts to win the overall award in the Tidy Towns Competition 2010.  All Members expressed their support and acknowledged that voluntary/community assistance would be essential.  Mr. John Mulholland indicated that a presentation would be made at the March Monthly Meeting covering the following topics:
· Litter on approach roads.

· Grass cutting in the City and Environs.

· Presentation of Parks and Open Spaces.

· Presentation of Buildings.

· Signage Co-ordination.

Members commended the work of Kilkenny Borough Council’s Parks and Gardening staff and welcomed the current landscaping works at Troysgate.
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Item No. 3:
 
Presentation on Watershed Leisure Complex.
Mr. Dermot Gaynor, CEO, The Watershed Leisure Complex, gave a presentation to the Members on the operation of the Complex.  Following this Mr. Gaynor replied to a number of queries raised.  The Members thanked Mr. Gaynor for the presentation, noted the successful operation of The Watershed and Scanlon Park Complex and the positive feedback from the public who use the facilities.
Item No. 4:
Proposed amendments to Appointed Stands Bye Laws 2008.
Proposed by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. John Coonan
And Agreed

“that the Draft Appointed Stands Bye Laws be placed on public display.”

Members requested that the Johns Green/North City Area be included for the location of a Taxi Rank.  Members were informed that the Bye Laws will come back for their approval following the public consultation process.
Item No. 5:

Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald went through the report as circulated, the contents of which were noted by the Members.  Mr. Fitzgerald indicated that the supervision of the Ossory Park works would now be carried out from the Housing Shared Services Centre in John’s Green House.

Item No. 6:
Correspondence from Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland re 2011Conference.
Correspondence dated 21st January, 2010, received from the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland was considered.  It was

Proposed by:

Cllr. David Fitzgerald

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny be considered to host the AMAI Annual Conference for 2011.”
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Item No. 7:
Presentation on Kilkenny 400 Civic Celebrations 2009
Cllr. Paul Cuddihy, Chairman of Kilkenny 400 Civic Celebrations Committee made a presentation to the Members outlining the highlights of the 2009 400 Celebrations.  Members also watched a commemorative DVD which highlighted on film many of the activities including Street Theatre and other civic events which the Committee arranged throughout the year.  Cllr. Cuddihy thanked all those on the Committee and particularly commended the publications undertaken by Kilkenny Education Centre and John Bradley and Michael O’Dwyer.  He also thanked the Butler Gallery, Watergate Theatre, Rothe House, Kilkenny Castle, St. Canice’s Cathedral and the staff in City Hall.
Item No. 8:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Martin Brett received 13.07.2009.
Proposed by:
Cllr. Martin Brett

Seconded by:
Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Agreed

“that a review of the on-street parking facilities which was introduced earlier this year takes place as soon as possible.”

It was agreed to list this item for the March Meeting and Mr. Brian Tyrrell asked Members to submit any suggestions to him before Friday, 12th February, 2010, for inclusion in the review.  Members requested that financial management be included in the review.

Item No. 9:
Notice of in the name of Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin received 14.10.2009
Proposed by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council supports the decision of Kilkenny County Council to seek a co-ordinated campaign with neighbouring towns to defend the critical services of our local hospital particularly in light of developments in the mid-west in recent times.”

Item No. 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Kathleen Funchion received 30.10.2009.
Proposed by:
Cllr. Kathleen Funchion

Seconded by:
Cllr. Andrew McGuinness

And Agreed
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“that this Borough Council commends the setting up of Kilkenny City Youth Council and commits to supporting and building links with the Youth Council.”

It was agreed that the Youth Council would be invited into a future meeting to make a presentation.

Item No. 11:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Betty Manning received 17.11.2009

Proposed by:
Cllr. Betty Manning

Seconded by:
Cllr. Martin Brett

And Agreed

“that the Borough Council begins the process for the development of the space beneath the Town Hall for the presentation of the City’s Archive.”
Mr. Brian Tyrrell advised the Members that development of the basement at the Town Hall has to include universal access and that whilst a number of studies have been carried out it has not been possible so far to satisfactorily address the access issues.  Mr. John Mulholland noted that the recent acquisition of St. Mary’s Complex might provide a display area for civic archive.

Item No. 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. David Fitzgerald received 11.01.2010

Proposed by:
Cllr. David Fitzgerald

Seconded by:
Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

“that Kilkenny Borough Council addresses the losses in the Municipal waste collection services as a matter of urgency.”

During a debate on this Motion some Members expressed concerns at the cost of the service and were informed that the operation of the refuse collection service is constantly reviewed and has been the subject of the Industrial Relations process.  Mr. John Mulholland and Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald set out the statutory and operational position in relation to the service.  At the end of the debate the Motion was withdrawn.
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Item No. 18:
Conferences

Conference – Urbact Links Initiative
The Mayor made a short presentation to Members and informed them that he had submitted an application under the Urbact Links Initiative on behalf of Kilkenny and that he would be attending a Conference in Bayonne, France, from 18th to 21st February, 2010, to discuss Kilkenny’s participation.  The initiative refers to Heritage and Sustainability in Urban Areas.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Malcolm Noonan attend the Conference organised under the Urbact Links Initiative being held in Bayonne, France from 18th to 21st February, 2010.”

AMAI Spring Conference

It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. Betty Manning

Seconded by:

Cllr. Paul Cuddihy

“that Cllrs. Martin Brett, David Fitzgerald, Seán Ó hArgáin and Joe Reidy attend the AMAI Spring Conference in Sligo Park Hotel on 12th and 13th February, 2010.”

18th Annual Kerry Environmental Recognition Conference

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. Andrew McGuinness

“that Cllr. John Coonan attend the 18th Annual Kerry Environmental Recognition Conference at Manor West Hotel, Tralee, Co. Kerry, from 4th to 8th March, 2010.”
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This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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