KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON JANUARY, 8th 2007, AT 7.30 p.m.
Mayor, Councillor M. Brett, Presiding

Present:

Councillors:
M. Fitzpatrick, S. Ó hArgáin, M. Noonan, P. Crotty, B. Manning, P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, J. Reidy.

Apologies:
J. Cody

Also Present:


Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Services, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. S. McGuire, Acting Administrative Officer, Ms. C. Cooney, Acting Staff Officer, Ms. A.M. Robinson, Tenant Liaison Officer.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 2nd January, 2007, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read. 
Item No. 1.:

Minutes
Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 4th December, 2006, having been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan
Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
And Agreed

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted.

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 11th December, 2006, having been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted.

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 12th December, 2006, having been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted.

Minutes of Adjourned Statutory Budget Meeting held on 12th December, 2006, having been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by Cllr. B. Manning

And Agreed

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted.

Matters Arising from Minutes
Development at Smithlands Business Park 

Cllr. P. Crotty enquired if it was in order to discuss planning matters at the Smithlands Business Park to which Mr. J. McCormack replied that it was not appropriate at this time to discuss this matter.

Part Closure of Hebron Road
In reply to a query raised by Cllr. A. McGuinness, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the statutory consultation period expired on 21st December, 2006 and no representations or observations were received.  It is proposed to proceed with the works in consultation with the Gardai and the Contractor and residents will be informed as soon as the details are finalised. 

Following a further discussion Mr. Fitzgerald stated there will be approximately four to five months work to take place from the Hebron Road through to the Castlecomer Road junction.  It is proposed to carry out this work in three stages.

Traffic Lights at John Street/Dublin Road Junction
Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to contact the relevant personnel in the Kilkenny Area Office regarding an issue raised in relation to the traffic lights sequence at the top of John Street, particularly relating to the pedestrian sequence.
Item No. 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the  Mayor
Following some changes at Directorate level, the Mayor and Members welcomed Mr. John McCormack to the Borough Council and wished him every success in the future.  On behalf of the Members he thanked Mr. T. Walsh for his contribution and hard work over the last number of years and wished him well in his new portfolio.

In reply, Mr. Walsh thanked the Mayor and Members for their courtesy and co-operation over the years and conveyed his best wishes to them for the future.
Condolences

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the family of the following who were recently deceased:-

Bernie Comerford, Purcells Inch, Carlow Road, Kilkenny.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Congratulations
The Mayor congratulated the following on recent achievements:

The organisers of the Christmas Carol Service at Nowlan Park.

Fire and Ambulance Service on their achievement in raising €14,000 for charity.
Contributors to the Mayor’s Christmas Fund who were very generous in their donations to this worthwhile cause.

Consumption of alcohol in Public Places
The Mayor highlighted that considerable progress has been made in this area and the Gardaí have agreed to review their operation of the Borough Council’s Bye Laws. 
Anti-Social Behaviour Orders
The Mayor welcomed the introduction of these orders but has some concerns regarding Garda resources.

Closed Circuit Television Cameras
The Mayor informed the meeting that the Gardaí have indicated that a CCTV system is likely to be installed in Kilkenny.  
Following a further discussion, it was agreed to invite representatives from the Gardai to make a presentation to the Members on the Community Policing Scheme.
The Mayor also agreed to write to the Minister for Justice outlining the Members concerns relating to inadequate facilities at Kilkenny Garda Station and this correspondence will be co-signed by the Members of the Kilkenny Area Committee.

Item No. 3

Planning Policy and Enforcement

Loughmacask Local Area Plan
In reply to a query raised by Cllr. P. Crotty, Mr. J. McCormack agreed to investigate the current status of the Loughmacask Area Plan.

Old Callan Road Estate

The Members expressed their appreciation to Mr. Fitzgerald for the work carried out at the Old Callan Road Housing Estate.

 Site at Kickham Street / Fairgreen

The Members highlighted a site adjacent to the Fairgreen has deteriorated considerably and illegal dumping appears to be a major concern in the area.  
In reply Mr. K. Fitzgerald acknowledged that he is aware of the illegal dumping situation and explained that some of the area is not in the ownership of the Borough Council and could possibly be owned by the Health Service Executive.  The area is identified in the Local Area Plan as an area for development and he will try to advance the proposals in the Plan for the area.
Public Lighting in High Street/Parliament Street
In reply to concerns raised by Cllr. J. Coonan regarding public lighting in a portion of High Street/Parliament Street, Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to request the County Council to rectify this situation as a matter of priority.

Local Area Plan site - Bateman Quay / Market Yard

Replying to the query raised, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that over the last year the Borough Council have concentrated on the Parade/Canal Square project.  He further added that Bateman Quay is a priority for 2007, and contact will be made with the major property owners of the area with a view to advancing the plans for the Market Yard. 
Item No. 4
Agree Dates for City and Environs Development Plan Briefings.

Mr. B. Tyrrell reminded the Members that the County Manager had written to them on 18th December, 2006 circulating his report on the Pre-Draft Consultation Process and the submissions received during this process.  The Members must consider this report on or before 26th January, 2007.

Following a discussion the following Briefing dates were agreed:

Monday 22nd January, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in Council Chamber, City Hall.

Wednesday 7th February, 2007 at 4.00 p.m. in The Parade Tower – Housing Strategy/Residential Densities Briefing.  
Item No. 5
Draft Estate Management Policy
Anne Marie Robinson, Tenant Liaison Officer, Kilkenny Local Authorities, made a presentation to the Members on the Draft Estate Management Policy Document and the progress made to date in this area.
When the presentation concluded the Mayor and Members expressed their appreciation to Ms. Robinson for her presentation and following a further discussion the Members unanimously endorsed the policy document. 
Item No. 6
Disposal of Site at Michael Street, Kilkenny, as per notice circulated to each member on 21.12.2006.

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

And Agreed

“that the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council dispose of Kilkenny Borough Council’s interest in Site ‘A’ on the map, as circulated to each member on 21.12.2006, to John and Angela Byrne, 18, Michael Street, Kilkenny, in exchange for the acquisition of Site ‘B’ on the said map from John and Angela Byrne, 18, Michael Street, Kilkenny.” 

Item No. 7:

Audit Report 2005
Following a discussion, during which Mr. B. Tyrrell answered a number of questions the Audit Report 2005 was noted by the Members.
Item No. 8:
Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald summarised for the Members the contents of his report as circulated and replied to a number of queries raised.
Item No. 9:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 14.09.2006

Proposed by:
Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council will undertake to assist in cleaning up the River Breagagh, adjacent to Rosehill Court and Circular Road to improve its visual amenity value, and its contribution to the wildlife habitat of the area.”

In reply to a number of issues raised, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that he felt the most important issue at the present time is flooding and should be addressed foremost.   Mr. Fitzgerald highlighted a number of issues with the River Breagagh and the works involved in addressing these issues.  
Item No. 10 &11:
Notices of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 28.09.2006 and Cllr. A. McGuinness received 20.10.2006
Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by:
Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council resolves as a matter of urgency to take all measures necessary to address the on-going problems of vehicular obstruction at Magdalen Court, Maudlin Street, the old School Yard, Patrick Street and Francis Mac Manus Square, Michael Street.”

“That Kilkenny Borough Council resolve to deal with the issue of indiscriminate parking on Saturday mornings at Upper Friary Street.”

Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that he had been in contact with the business owners in Friary Street and extra cover has been put in place which seems to have resolved this issue.

Mr. K. Fitzgerald agreed to report back to the Members following an assessment of the situation.
Item No. 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Noonan received 3.11.2006

Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Noonan

Seconded by:
Cllr. P. Cuddihy

“The Kilkenny Borough Council introduces Bye Laws banning the installation and use of food waste macerators in all new domestic dwellings, commercial and public premises and hotels and restaurants due to the adverse impacts that they pose on the Waste Water Treatment System at Purcellsinch.  As a means of providing an alternative to householders and commercial food outlets, Kilkenny Borough Council would also bring forward the introduction of a brown bin organic waste collection service ahead of the 2008 deadline under the Waste Management Plan for the South East.”

Following a discussion, Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that following the presentation made by Ms. Carol McCarthy at a recent monthly meeting it was agreed that Kilkenny County Council would consider the Members’ concerns, with the intention of preparing a policy on the use of macerators.

Item No. 13
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 17.10.2006

Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:
Cllr. P. Crotty

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council progress the consultation process of the extension of Kilkenny City Borough Boundary.”

Following a discussion, Mr. J. McCormack agreed to bring the views of the Members back to the County Council and request Mr. J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, to prepare the necessary figures on the implications of the Borough Boundary extension.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
__________________ 



MAYOR

Date:

__________________
