KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY, 12th 2007, AT 7.30 p.m.
Mayor, Councillor M. Brett, Presiding

Present:

Councillors:
M. Fitzpatrick, S. Ó hArgáin, M. Noonan, B. Manning, P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness.

Apologies:
J. Cody, P. Crotty, J. Reidy.
Also Present:


Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. S. McGuire, Acting Administrative Officer, Ms. C. Cooney, Acting Staff Officer, Mr. Brendan Cunningham, I.S. Project Leader.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 5th February, 2007, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read. 
Item No. 1.:

Minutes
Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 8th January, 2007, having been circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan
Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan
And Agreed

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted.

Item No. 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the  Mayor
Condolences

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the family of the following who were recently deceased:-

Jamie Broderick, Kells Road, Kilkenny.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Congratulations
The Mayor congratulated the following on recent achievements:

Ballyhale Shamrocks GAA Club on recently qualifying for the All-Ireland Club Championships.
Staff and Students of St. Canice’s School on their recent performance at the National Concert Hall.
All of the participants and winners who took part in the Kilkenny Music Festival in the Watergate Theatre recently.
Litter
The Mayor expressed his concerns regarding the illegal dumping of rubbish around the City and warned the public that cameras are in place to catch offenders.  

Special Olympics 2007 

The Mayor informed the meeting that there are three participants from Kilkenny taking part in the Special Olympics 2007 which is a wonderful achievement.  He also highlighted that financial support is currently needed and a number of fund raising events have been organised for this cause.  He asked that people generously support these events.
Drug Problem

The Mayor raised concerns over the alarming number of young people getting involved in drug abuse and appealed to them to think about the consequences before becoming involved in such activities.
Cllr. B. Manning requested a progress report on the Sports and Recreational Study carried out some time ago.  Mr. B. Tyrrell agreed to have this report available at the April monthly meeting and to arrange a presentation at the March monthly meeting by the Sports Partnership Group.
Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that the Gardaí are most anxious to continue with the dialogue that has commenced recently to deal with various issues.  Mr. Tyrrell also agreed to investigate the possibility of Comhairle na nÓg making a presentation to the Members at the April/May monthly meeting.

Item No. 3

Planning Policy and Enforcement

Live Broadband Mapping Application
Mr. B. Cunningham, I.S. Project Leader, Kilkenny County Council, gave a presentation to the Members on the live broadband mapping application which is coming on line to members of the public through the County Council and Borough Council websites.  Following this presentation the Members complimented the I.T. Department on their work and Mr. Cunningham answered a number of queries raised by the Members.
Purcellsinch Waste Water Treatment Plant.
In reply to issues raised, Mr. J. McCormack acknowledged that there was an over capacity over the weekend and assured the Members that the Kilkenny County Council Sanitary Department is taking the matter very seriously and every effort is being made to locate the origin.
IAP Site
Cllr. M. Noonan requested a report from the IAP Committee regarding the community aspect of the IAP site.  The Mayor informed the meeting that the IAP Committee have not met recently and agreed to arrange for a meeting in the near future and report back to the Members following same.
Forward Planning and Economic Development
Cllr. B. Manning requested and received the support of other Members for the setting up of a Committee to deal with forward planning control and similar issues.  It was agreed that this proposal was timely due to the review of the Development Plan currently underway.  

In reply Mr. J. McCormack stated that he could see no reason why such a committee could not be set up.  Mr. B. Tyrrell agreed to list this item on the Agenda for the March monthly meeting and suggested that the Members discuss the matter amongst themselves in the meantime as to what type of committee they wish to set up.
Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that as agreed previously facilitated workshops have been organised at The Parade Tower for the Retail Strategy and Housing Strategy, details as follows:


Retail Strategy Workshop
-  27th February, 2007 at 2.00 p.m.

Housing Strategy Workshop – 27th February, 2007 at 4.00 p.m.

Derelict Sites

In reply to queries raised by Members regarding neglected buildings or sites, Mr. B. Tyrrell explained that there is no specific time limit as to how long a building/site has to be empty before it becomes derelict and that it is more related to the state of repair.  He further stated that there is a procedure, which must be followed, laid down in Derelict Sites Legislation.

Replying to a query regarding a particular site on the Callan Road, Mr. K. Fitzgerald informed the Members that the sale of this site has not been concluded due to legal difficulties.  He explained that Kilkenny Borough Council have cleaned up the site on a number of occasions due to indiscriminate dumping of rubbish.

Item No. 4
Presentation by South East Neurology Interest Group
The Mayor explained that he had been unable to get in contact with the South East Neurology Interest Group to finalise details of this presentation and it has been decided to defer this item to the March monthly meeting.
Item No. 5
Section 85 Agreement – Kilkenny Inner Relief Road and River Nore Crossing
Proposed by:
Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by:
Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council being of the opinion that it would be more convenient that its powers, functions and duties in relation to the administrative area of Kilkenny Borough Council be exercised and performed by Kilkenny County council, hereby agrees to enter into an agreement with Kilkenny County Council pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001, whereby the said Kilkenny County Council shall exercise the powers, functions and duties, including the power to acquire compulsorily any land, conduct site investigations and undertake works in relation to the construction of that portion of Kilkenny Inner Relief Road and River Nore Crossing Scheme situated within the administrative area of Kilkenny Borough Council.”

Item No. 6
Section 85 Agreement – Newpark Drive Improvement Scheme.
Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council being of the opinion that it would be more convenient that its powers, functions and duties in relation to the administrative area of Kilkenny Borough Council be exercised and performed by Kilkenny County council, hereby agrees to enter into an agreement with Kilkenny County Council pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001, whereby the said Kilkenny County Council shall exercise the powers, functions and duties, including the power to acquire compulsorily any land, conduct site investigations and undertake works in relation to the Newpark Drive Road Improvement Scheme situated within the administrative area of Kilkenny Borough Council.”

Item No. 7:
Kilkenny Local Authorities Community and Arts Grants 2007.
Mr. B. Tyrrell explained to the Members that Kilkenny Local Authorities are publicising the fact that a booklet has been produced on the procedure for applying for the Community and Arts Grants 2007.  There are three sets of Grants with different closing dates.  Both Authorities will adjudicate the applications based on the same criteria.
In replying to a query raised Mr. Tyrrell informed the Members that recipients of previous grants will be notified regarding this procedure.

Item No. 8:
Roads Works Scheme 2007.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald circulated a report to the Members on the Borough Council’s proposed works for 2007 under the Road Work Scheme.  He took the Members through the proposed scheme and replied to a number of queries raised.  Following this the Members adopted the Roads Works Scheme 2007.
Item No. 9:
Local Authority Staff:  Application of increases under Section 27.17 of Towards 2016.
Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
Seconded by:
Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed

“That increases under Section 27.17 of Towards 2016 to Local Authority Staff be implemented.”

The Meeting was then adjourned.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
__________________ 



MAYOR

Date:

__________________
