K I L K E N N Y   B O R O U G H   C O U N C I L
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON APRIL, 10TH 2007 AT 7.30 p.m.

Mayor, Councillor M. Brett, Presiding

Present:

Councillors:
M. Fitzpatrick, M. Noonan, B. Manning, P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan,  J. Reidy, A. McGuinness.



Apologies:
J. Cody, S. ÓhArgáin, M. Lanigan, P. Crotty.
Also Present:

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. C. Cooney, Acting Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 3rd April, 2007, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read:
Item No. 1:
Minutes

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 12th March, 2007, having being circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was:


Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed.

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted”.

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 20th March, 2007, having being circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was:


Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy


Seconded by Cllr. J. Reidy


And Agreed.

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be adopted”.

Matters Arising from Minutes
Item No. 14:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 30.1.2007


Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan


Seconded by Cllr. J. Reidy


And Agreed

“that Notice of Motion listed as Item No. 14 on the Agenda be adopted and has been dealt with under Item No. 7 of Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 20th March, 2007.”
Item No. 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor

Church of Ireland Synod
The Mayor informed the meeting that the Mayor and Members of Kilkenny Borough Council will host a Civic Welcome for the Church of Ireland Synod in Kilkenny Castle on 9th May, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.  It will be necessary for the Members to attend dressed in the Official Robes.
Anti-Social Behaviour

The Mayor highlighted the fact that a recent Under Age Soccer Game was prevented from taking place recently due to anti-social behaviour.
The Members expressed their concerns regarding anti-social behaviour at the weekends especially in the High Street area.  They complimented the Gardaí on their continued good work and requested an up to date position on the installation of CCTV.  The Members acknowledged that a co-ordinated approach between all parties is required in order to deal with this problem and asked that regular meetings with Garda Representatives continue.

Mr. Tyrrell explained that CCTV for Kilkenny is a Garda initiative but the Borough Council has been working with them regarding the locations of these cameras.  The Gardaí are anxious to progress this initiative and have these cameras installed as soon as possible.  He further stated that the Gardaí are available to meet with Members at their convenience.
The Mayor informed the Members about a “Vision for a Christian Youth Centre” proposed for Kilkenny at St. Mary’s Church, St. Mary’s Lane.  This will be a supervised alcohol and drug free centre.  The Mayor suggested that the Group involved be invited to make a presentation to the Members at their next meeting.
Congratulations
School of the Holy Spirit who are celebrating 25 years in existence.
Chambers of Commerce on the success of the recent business awards.

Macra na Feirme on successfully hosting a male Personality of the Year Competition.
Wished success to the Organisers of the upcoming Rhythm & Roots Festival to be held from 4th to 7th May, 2007.

Organisers and those involved in the recent 1916 Commemoration Ceremony and in particular the following:


Paddy Rafter for his rendition of the National Anthem


Charlie Parsons


Members of the Army.


Members of O.N.E.

Condolences

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following recently deceased:


Sarah Mahony, Maudlin Street, Kilkenny.

Michael Malone, Maudlin Street, Kilkenny.


Bridget Malone, mother of former County Manager, Michael Malone.


Cllr. Enda Nolan, Park, Tinrynald, Carlow.
.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Item No. 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement

The Aalborg Commitments

Cllr. M. Noonan gave the meeting a brief summary of his recent attendance at the “The Aalborg Commitments” conference in Seville.  He requested that as Kilkenny have signed up to the Aalborg Commitments, these commitments should be carried forward into the new Development Plan.  
Water Supply and Waste Water Infrastructure

The Members queried as to whether there is a crisis in Kilkenny regarding water supply and its effect on future development in light of a recent decision on an application for planning permission.  
They also requested the up to date position on the upgrading of the Purcellsinch Treatment Plant, the Loughmacask Local Area Plan and the Troyswood Treatment Plant.
In reply Mr. J. McCormack stated that it is proposed that the upgrade of the Troyswood Treatment Plant should be completed by 2009.  He also advised the Members of the lengthy  process which must be undertaken for all such Sanitary Services projects.
Responding to queries in relation to future development, Mr. McCormack stated that developers have been advised to source a water supply pending the upgrading of the relevant Water Treatment Plants and that capacity is built into the system which will facilitate previously approved developments.
In the short term Mr. McCormack agreed to investigate the possibility of improving efficiency in the Local Authority’s procedures.

Ground Water Sampling of Kennyswell Water Supply

In reply to a request, Mr. B. Tyrrell agreed to investigate the need for the boil water notices at Kennyswell.

Irishtown/Parliament Street
Cllr. J. Reidy requested that road works recommence as soon as possible as promised by Kilkenny County Council.

Taxi Rank at John Street

In reply to concerns raised Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that arrangements are being put in place to police this area which will involve the Borough Council’s Traffic Wardens in conjunction with the Gardaí.
Item No. 4:
Resolution to appoint Forward Planning & Economic Development Committee

It was agreed to defer this item for the May monthly meeting.

Item No. 5:
Disposal of No. 3, Walkin Court, Kilkenny, in exchange for No. 41, Ossory Park, Kilkenny

Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:
Cllr. J. Reidy


And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at No. 3, Walkin Court, Kilkenny, for No. 41, Ossory Park, Kilkenny in accordance with notification issued to Members on 2nd April, 2007.”

Item No. 6:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Noonan received 3.11.2006

Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Noonan

Seconded by:
Cllr. J. Reidy


And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council would install cycle parking facilities outside the maltings on Tilbury Place in order to accommodate the increased numbers of workers at the centre.”

Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that this facility should be positioned inside the Maltings property in order for it to be used exclusively for staff of the Maltings building.

Item No. 7:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness received 11.1.2007

Proposed by:
Cllr. A. McGuinness


Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick


And Agreed

“That a footpath be provided across the playground at O’Loughlin Road as early as possible in 2007 given the unsafe nature of the current pathway.”

Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that when such a pathway is put in place it will require public lighting and maintenance to protect public safety.
Item No. 8:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 17.1.2007


Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Coonan


Seconded by:
Cllr. J. Reidy



And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council together with Kilkenny Area Co. Councils draw up a plan to deal with the increasing problem of open spaces areas in the City and Environs being abused by motor vehicles.”
Cllr. J. Reidy requested that Residents Associations be involved in the preparation of such a plan.

Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that a pilot area in the Borough, being Fr. Murphy Square, Fatima Place and Fr. Albert Place, was selected recently to provide more parking facilities.  Proposals for same were delivered to houses in these areas requesting observations.  Arising out of this procedure the Borough Council received a number of submissions.  Some of the works proposed were included in the Road Works Scheme brought before the Members at February 2007 monthly meeting.
Item No. 9:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin and Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick received 23.3.2007

Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:
Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council fully supports the proposals for an expanded number of courses to be provided at Ormonde College Further Education Centre, as proposed by the management of this institution.
In this regard, we ask the Minister for Education to review the cap on the number of students the college can accept, particularly in light of recent evidence of poor participation rates in County Kilkenny in Third Level and further education, and its connection with the county’s low level of per capita income.

That the Council will accordingly officially write to the Minister for Education requesting the acceptance of these changes.”
Item No. 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness received 11.1.2007


Proposed by:
Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:
Cllr. J. Reidy


And Agreed

“That the Kilkenny Borough Council resolve to provide further car parking spaces throughout O’Loughlin Road – Assumption Place in the course of 2007.”
It was agreed that officials would visit the area and meet with residents to discuss this issue.

Item No. 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Noonan received 30.1.2007


Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Noonan


Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick


And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council would work in liaison with the Health Service Executive and other relevant agencies to establish a “Youth Café” and drop in information centre for young people in Kilkenny City.”

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
______________________


MAYOR

Date:
______________________
