KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

8th October, 2007, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Fitzpatrick, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
J. Coonan, P. Crotty, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, S. ÓhArgáin, J. Reidy.
Apologies:

J. Cody, M. Brett, B. Manning,.
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, City and County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 1st October, 2007 convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
Minutes:

(a) Monthly Meeting;

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 10th September, 2007 having been 
previously circulated were tabled for confirmation,  it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.
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(b)

Matters Arising from Minutes:

(i)

Car Free Day:
Following a debate on the re-location of Car Free Day activities from High Street to Kieran Street on 22nd September, 2007, it was agreed that the future planning for this annual event should include prior consultation with interested parties and a timely report back to the full Borough Council prior to holding future car free days.

(ii)

St. Patrick’s Day Parade:

Following a brief discussion, it was agreed to include the 2008 St. Patrick’s Day Parade as an item on the November Agenda.
Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
(i) Ladies Junior Football Team:
The Mayor congratulated the Kilkenny Ladies Junior Football Team on their historic All-Ireland victory.
(ii)

Mayors Christmas Fund:    
The Mayor formally launched the 2007 Christmas Fund and appealed for donations for this worthy cause.  She hoped for another successful Christmas Fund which helps some of those in need at Christmas.

Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

(i)

Signage:

Mr. B. Tyrrell informed members that action was being taken  under Planning legislation to address issues of illegal unauthorised signage at various premises around the city.

(ii) Chesterbridge Development/McDonagh Junction:
In response to a complaint regarding noise levels and working hours at the Chesterbridge/McDonagh Station site, Mr. B. Tyrrell confirmed that Planning Conditions governed both issues and that all complaints will be examined and assessed.









/… 
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(iii) Noise Control at Public Houses:
In reply to queries raised by some members, Mr. B. Tyrrell replied that Planning Permissions issued in recent years in relation to public houses have included conditions relating to noise control.  Individual premises can be monitored for compliance.

(iv) Laneway at the rear of Ballybough Street/Ossory Park:
Councillor M. Fitzpatrick withdrew from the Chamber and Cllr. ÓhArgáin took the Chair for this item.
Cllr. A. McGuinness raised the issue of the use of the laneway at the rear of Ballybough Street and Ossory Park referring to the use of the laneway to access a workshop to the rear of No. 14, Ballybough Street.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer agreed to meet Councillor McGuinness on site to assess the situation.

Adjournment:

It was Proposed by:  Councillor P. Cuddihy

            Seconded by: Councillor J. Reidy

            And Agreed:

“That the meeting adjourn for a brief period prior to continuing with the next business”.

Item 4:
Part 8 – Erection of Seventeen (17) Residential Units at 

Roberts Hill:

A report circulated in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and circulated to members on 6th September, 2007 was considered in accordance with Section 179(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.
In reply to a number of questions, Mr. Fitzgerald confirmed that the subject site had not previously been designated as amenity space.  He also confirmed that the single housing units were required to meet an urgent demand for such units.  In relation to amenity space, members were informed that the Breagagh Valley Park Development will be accessible to the proposed development.
Members were then generally supportive of the proposed development.
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Item 5:
Part 8 – Top Street, Ossory Park, Hebron Rd, Kilkenny:

This item was deferred for consideration at the November Meeting.
Item 6:
Disposal of Site at 13, Kells Road, Kilkenny as per 


notice circulated to each member on 21.09.07:                                                                                                                                                                                    
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan
Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed:


“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at 13, Kells Road, Kilkenny as outlined in the notice sent on 21st September, 2007 to Michelle Downes”.
Item 7:
Disposal of Site at 17, Kells Road, Kilkenny as per 


notice circulated to each member on 21.09.07:                                                                                                                                                                                    
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed:


“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at 17, Kells Road, Kilkenny as outlined in the notice sent on 21st September, 2007 to Billy Stapleton”.

Item 8:
Disposal of Site at 29, Kells Road, Kilkenny as per 


notice circulated to each member on 21.09.07:                                                                                                                                                                                    

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed:


“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at 17, Kells Road, Kilkenny as outlined in the notice sent on 21st September, 2007 to Teresa Fox”.

Item 9:
Amenity Grants 2007:

Report dated 27.09.07 from Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer was circulated with the Agenda.

/…

· 5  -

/…

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Crotty

And Agreed:

“that the sum of €2,500 provided in the Budget for 2007 for amenity grants be allocated as follows;

Bridgeview Gardens Residents Association



€  750.00

Assumption Place/O’Loughlin Road Residents Association

€  750.00

Ashleigh Court Residents Association




€  250.00

Kilkenny Parks Tennis






€  250.00

Keep Kilkenny Beautiful Committee




€  500.00









TOTAL:
            €2,500.00
Item 10:
Municipal Policy Committee:

Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer referred to guidelines for the setting up of Municipal Policy Committees and members agreed that the party whips would meet to discuss the arrangements for setting up a committee.
Item11:
Nomination  of representative to Kilkenny Cohesion 


Committee:
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. ÓhArgáin

And Agreed:

“that Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick, Mayor, be nominated by Kilkenny Borough Council to sit on the new Board of the Cohesion Committee”.

Item12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. ÓhArgáin received 
01.05.07:
Proposed by:

Cllr. S. ÓhArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan 

And Agreed:

“That Kilkenny Borough Council will immediately undertake to examine the possibility of becoming the first city in Ireland providing universal free wireless  internet access throughout the city area, and will set up a working group of councillors and officials to this end, with a view to progressing the project in the current calendar year.”                                                /…
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Following a recommendation by Mr. Joe Crockett, City and County Manager, it was agreed that the report of a study currently being prepared would be brought back to the Borough Council for their consideration.
Item13:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr.  M. Noonan received 
01.06.07:
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. ÓhArgáin 

And Agreed:

"That Kilkenny Borough Council would co ordinate the investigationand clean up of all indiscriminate dumping and fly tipping of Household Waste within the Borough Area, ensuring that waste is removed immediately following inspection by Council Staff"

Item14:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr.  M. Lanigan received 
07.06.07:
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

And Agreed:

“That Kilkenny Borough Council takes in charge the footpaths in front of the retail units between Dunnes Stores and Kytler’s Inn at the Market Yard, Kilkenny and the subject matter of planning file and decision in 1985 in the name of Denis Farrell and therein referred to as Market Square”.

Item15:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr.  M. Brett  received 
22.08.07:
In the unavoidable absence of Cllr. M. Brett, it was noted that Kieran Street is currently closed to pedestrian traffic between 10.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m.  Mr. K. Fitzgerald also indicated his intention to complete the re-paving of Kieran Street as soon as practicable”.
Item16:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr.  A. McGuinness  
received 11.01.07:
Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed:

"That Kilkenny Borough Council resolve to replace the signage erected at O'Loughlin Road with appropriate modern signs, indicating the housing schemes of O'Loughlin Road & Assumption Place".      
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Item17:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr.  J. Reidy received 
19.04.07:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. P. A. McGuinness
And Agreed:

"That Kilkenny Borough Council resolves to take immediate action on foot of motions already passed to engage with the Gardai to ban HGV's from Old Callan Road, Rioch Street and Stephen Street and that the

following works be undertaken immediately as part of the overall traffic management in the area:
1. Existing pedestrian crossing to be raised.  

2. Four extra ramps to be provided in appropriate locations on that stretch of road.

3. Bollards to be erected along Rioch Street to indicate pedestrian priority.”

In reply, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer stated that a traffic plan for this area, from the Freshford Road to the Callan road is currently being carried out and this will be brought to the members for their consideration on completion.
Item18:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr.  J. Coonan received 
02.05.07:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

And Agreed:

"That a traffic and parking plan be put in place for Nuncio Road."
Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer informed members that a number of local traffic management measures were being prepared including Nuncio Road and some of the schemes would require notice under Part 8 Planning Act Requirements.
Item19:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. OhArgáin received 
01.05.07:

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. OhArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed:
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“That membership fees for Kilkenny Libraries should be discontinued totally as soon as possible, and that as an immediate step, membership for children and all those over 65 should be free.”
It was noted that fees for over 65’s have already been abolished by Kilkenny County Council.  It was agreed that the views of the Borough Council would be conveyed to Kilkenny Co. Council.

Item20:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Noonan received 
01.06.07:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan 

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. OhArgáin

And Agreed:

"That Kilkenny Borough Council would Draft and distribute a multi 
lingual leaflet outlining the responsibilities and penalties for 
householders under the Litter act and Litter Bye Laws and options available for the recycling and safe disposal of household waste"                                                                
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







