KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

10th September, 2007, AT 7.30 PM

Deputy Mayor, Councillor  S. Ó hArgáin, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, B. Manning, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy.
Apologies:

M. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, P. Crotty, J. Cody.
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, Co. Manager, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 3rd September, 2007 convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
Minutes:

(a) Monthly Meeting;

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th July, 2007 having been 
previously circulated were tabled for confirmation,  it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan
Seconded by Cllr. B. Manning
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.











/…
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(b)
Special  Meeting:


Minutes of Special Meeting held on 17th July, 2007 having been 
previously circulated were tabled for confirmation,  it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(c)

Special  Meeting:


Minutes of Special Meeting held on 27th July, 2007 having been 
previously circulated were tabled for confirmation,  it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted”.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
(i) Appointment of new City and County Manager – Mr. Joe Crockett
The deputy Mayor congratulated Mr. Joe Crockett on his recent appointment as Manager of Kilkenny City and County.  Cllr. ÓhArgáin welcomed Mr. Crockett to his first formal Borough Council meeting and wished him well in the future.
All members joined in wishing Mr. Crockett every success in his new position and assured him of their co-operation and support.

In reply, Mr. Crockett thanked the deputy Mayor and members and informed the members, that he intended to work hard for the successful future development of Kilkenny.                                                                                  
(ii)

Congratulations were extended to:            /… 
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· 
The Kilkenny Senior Hurling Team and management on winning 
the 30th All  Ireland Hurling Final, and to all who made the 
homecoming civic reception so successful

· 
To all who contributed to maintaining Kilkenny’s Gold Medal 
status in the 2007 Tidy Towns Awards

· 
To those involved in the recent presentation for the Academy 
Urbanism assessment in August
· 
To various sportspersons in Handball, Athletics, Chess, Special 
Olympians and Cycling

· 
To the organisers of Kilkenny Arts Festival, especially Geraldine 
Tierney, C.E.O.                   

The Deputy Mayor also noted the successful renovations of the Lacken Weir.

(iii)
Condolences:
The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following persons recently deceased:


Anna (Sissy) DeLoughrey, Parliament Street, Kilkenny.


Tommy McGuire, John Street, Kilkenny.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

(iv)
Civic Archive:

Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer advised members of the progress to date on the creation of a digital version of the Civic Archive.
Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

(i)

Purcellsinch Treatment Works:
Councillor M. Noonan noted progress in remedial works at Purcellsinch and thanked the Sanitary Services staff for their works in this area.

(ii) Urban Design Guidelines:
Members requested that consideration be given to the adoption of Urban Design Guidelines as part of the Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan process.  Such guidelines might address issues regarding building heights.

/…                                         
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Mr. John McCormack, Director of Services reminded members of the public meetings to be held on 27th September and 2nd October, 2007 to facilitate public engagement in this development plan process.
Item 4:
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme:

Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, provided an update for members on progress in the Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.  He informed members that the successful tenderer is about to start on site, subject to finalising bond
requirements.  He also referred to the setting up of a liaison committee to deal with day to day issues as they arise. 
Item 5:
Part 8 – Provision of a structure consisting of three (3) toilet cubicles, a vending kiosk and a storage area at the Parade, Mayors Walk, Kilkenny:
A report prepared in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and circulated to members, on 6th September, 2007 was considered in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.
Mr. Fitzgerald provided a background context for the works which will form part of the proposed refurbishment scheme at the Parade and Canal Walk.
Members were supportive of the proposals and Mr. Fitzgerald responded to some questions from members.

Item 6:
Part 8 – Construction of Phase Two (2) of the River 


Nore Linear Park:
A report prepared in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and circulated to members, on 3rd September, 2007 was considered in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

Mr. Fitzgerald provided a background context for the works. 

Members were supportive of the proposals and Mr. Fitzgerald responded to some questions from members.









/…
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Item 7:
Part 8 – Construction of five (5) residential units in a two storey block at Bottom Street, Ossory Park, Kilkenny:

A report prepared in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and circulated to members, on 6th September, 2007 was considered in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

Mr. Fitzgerald provided a background context for the works. 

Members were supportive of the proposals and Mr. Fitzgerald responded to some questions from members.

Item 8:
Part 8 – Construction of one (1) additional residential 

unit at Fr. Albert Place, Kilkenny:

A report prepared in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and circulated to members, on 6th September, 2007 was considered in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

Mr. Fitzgerald provided a background context for the works. 

Members were supportive of the proposals and Mr. Fitzgerald responded to some questions from members.

Item 9:
Part 8 – Erection of seventeen (17) residential units at 

Robertshill, Kilkenny:
A report prepared in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and circulated to members, on 6th September, 2007 was considered in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

Mr. Fitzgerald provided a background context for the works. 

Members requested some further clarification of issues and it was agreed to provide this at the next monthly meeting which will allow for compliance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.
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Item 10:

Refuse Collection Service:

Referring to a report circulated to members regarding the current operational arrangements for the Kilkenny Borough Council Refuse Service, Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer took members through this report and referred to staffing levels, current work practices and pricing structure.
Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. J. McCormack advised members of current union negotiations and proposals to rationalise the service.

Members generally supported the thrust of these proposals, but would prefer to see the retention of a rationalised service, with an emphasis on attaining an improved collection, thereby improving the future viability of the service.

Item 11:

Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. 




McGuinness received 11.01.2007.
Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed:



"That Kilkenny Borough Council resolve to carry out an audit of all the trees throughout the Assumption Place housing scheme and the graveyard at O'Loughlin Road to determine how many need to be pruned back properly in the course of 2007".

Item12:

Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Reidy 



received 19.04.2007.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy 

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed:



"Kilkenny Borough Council enters into discussions with interested parties regarding the future use of the James Stephen's swimming pool"

Item 13:

Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. B. Manning, 


Cllr. J. Reidy and Cllr. J. Coonan received 



23.04.2007.

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett
And Agreed:



"That the Borough Council establishes a Municipal Policy Committee to deal with all important policy issues in relation to Kilkenny”.
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This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







