KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

12TH OCTOBER, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Noonan, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, B. Manning, D. Fitzgerald, K. Funchion, J. Malone, S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy, 
A. McGuinness.

Apologies:  M. Fitzpatrick
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer and Ms. C. Cooney, Staff Officer, Ms. A.M. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer and Ms. Margaret Newport, Senior Social Worker.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 5th October, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that the meeting take a recess for a period of 10 minutes to facilitate the taking of a commemorative photograph by The Heritage Council to mark the holding of the meeting at Arás na hOidhreachta.”

Following the recommencement of the meeting, Mr. Michael Starrett, Chief Executive, The Heritage Council, welcomed the Members and Officials to The Heritage Council and stated that is was an honour for The Heritage Council to host the October Monthly Meeting of Kilkenny Borough Council at Áras na hOidhreachta.    He further stated that The Heritage Council look forward to continued good relations with the Borough Council and following these words Mr. Starrett made a presentation to the Mayor as a token of the appreciation of the Heritage Council.
Mayor Malcolm Noonan presented Mr. Michael Starrett with a gift on behalf of the Borough Council.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 21st September, 2009
Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 21st September, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising from the Minutes
Job Losses at Kilkenny People Printing
Amendment to Minutes of September monthly meeting:
Cllr. J. Reidy requested an amendment to the Minutes of Meeting held on 21st September, 2009.  This amendment involves the correspondence to Johnston Printing requested by the Members.  The correspondence from the Mayor to Johnston Press should request that the proposed redundancy payments be increased.  

The Mayor circulated a letter of response from Johnston Press in relation to redundancies in the Kilkenny People Printing works.

Following a discussion during which the Members stated that the workers were not happy with the redundancy package currently offered, it was agreed that the Mayor would take directions from the Members and would be in further contact with Johnston Press.
Draft Speed Limits

In reply to a query regarding the timeframe for when the Draft Speed Limits enter public consultation phase, Mr. J. Mulholland advised that at present the Council are awaiting direction from the National Roads Authority and once same has been received the Draft Speed Limits will be moved to the public consultation phase.

Ossory Park Remedial Scheme

In response to a query raised, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that the completion date for the next phase of Ossory Park Remedial would be expected to be late Spring 2011.  However, Mr. Fitzgerald advised the Members that as units become available during the course of the project these units will be allocated.

Item No. 2:

Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Special Service in St. Canice’s Cathedral on Sunday, 11th October, 2009, at 7.00 p.m.

The Mayor thanked Dean Normal Lynas and all at St. Canice’s Cathedral for the ceremony held on October 11th as part of the Kilkenny 400 celebrations and wished Dean Lynas well in his new appointment in Bermuda and thanked him most sincerely for his dedication to the city and the people of Kilkenny.

Mayor’s Christmas Fund 2009.
The Mayor formally launched the Mayor’s Coal Fund for 2009.   The Mayor stated that many low income families and the elderly will be facing into a very difficult winter and called on people’s generosity to build the fund up to a level where it can help as many families as possible.   The Mayor also suggested that a volunteer base be set up in Kilkenny to insulate attics for the elderly and low income families.

Invitation to Butler Gallery
The Mayor extended an invitation to the Members to the Kilkenny exhibition in the Butler Gallery on Saturday October, 17th.  The exhibition is one of the most important collections of works by Kilkenny artists or on a Kilkenny theme ever curated.
400 Fruit Tree Project
The 400 Fruit Tree Project will undergo the second phase of planting this November and December.  The Mayor is appealing for more sponsors to complete the planting.  It is hoped to have the bulk of the trees and orchards planted by the end of the 400 celebrations.

EU Funding

The Mayor informed the Members that he has submitted a funding proposal under the EU URBACT Programme to the EU for funding in developing a network among four other European cities and towns.  This programme is based around developing supports and ongoing development for farmers markets and community supported agriculture in urban areas, using urban centres as a hub for the sale of locally produced food.  He stated that the Borough Council will know in mid November if the application for successful.

Reminders of Forthcoming Meetings
The Mayor brought to the attention of the Members invitations to the following meetings:

· Joint Policing Committee Meeting Tuesday, 13th October, 2009 at 6.00 p.m. in Council Chamber, City Hall, Kilkenny.
· City Walls Steering Committee Meeting Tuesday, 27th October, 2009, at 11.00 a.m. in Council Chamber, City Hall, Kilkenny.
Presentation from Rothe House Trust
The Mayor informed the Members that he received a request from Rothe House Trust to make a presentation to the November Borough Council Monthly Meeting.  It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that the Agenda for the Borough Council’s November Monthly meeting include a presentation from Rothe House Trust.”

Kilkenny 400 Committee
Cllr. P. Cuddihy highlighted a number of events coming up before the end of the year as part of the Kilkenny 400 Celebrations.  The Mayor thanked everyone involved in the Kilkenny 400 Committee for their work during the year.

Condolences: 

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the following families of the following who were recently deceased:- 

Mrs. DeLoughry, The Shop, Freshford Road, Kilkenny.
Nicola Conway, 6, Burgess Court, Kells, Co. Kilkenny, formerly of 7, College Road, Kilkenny.
Joe Cleere, Newpark, Kilkenny.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence
Item No. 3:
Quarterly Housing Report.
Mr. J. McCormack introduced himself and his colleagues from the Housing Department to the new Council.  He informed the Members that it is proposed at the end of each quarter to bring a Housing Report to the Members for their consideration.  Mr. McCormack proceeded to go through the contents of the Report as circulated.
Following this the Members thanked Mr. McCormack and his housing staff for the report and commended them on the service they provide during these difficult times.  The Members raised a number of queries in relation to the following:
· Leasing Programme and the implications for home ownership in the future.

· Anti-Social Behaviour in RAS Schemes.

· Rent Review.

· Turnaround time for vacant houses.

· Affordable Housing.

· Transfer Applications.

· Housing Maintenance.

· Housing Adaptation Scheme.

· Housing Waiting List.

· Homelessness.

Mr. McCormack and his colleagues, Ms. Anne Maria Walsh and Ms. Margaret Newport replied to the queries raised by the Members.

Item No. 4:
Agree date for 2010 Budget Meeting.
Members agreed to hold the Statutory Budget Meeting on Monday 7th December at 7.00 p.m.   Briefings would be facilitated prior to the Statutory Meeting for the newly elected Councillors.
Item No. 5:
Parade/Canal Square Update.
Mr. John Mulholland gave the Members an update on the concluding stages of the Parade/Canal Square Project.  He stated that it is proposed to have an official Opening on 21st November, 2009.
The Mayor and Members welcomed the completion of the Parade/Canal Square and raised some queries in relation to the surface, use of the area, bus and taxi parking.  Mr. Mulholland replied to the queries raised.

Item No. 6:
Establish Committee for Review of Standing Orders.

It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed

“that the following Protocol Committee be set up to carry out a review of Standing Orders:

Cllr. Martin Brett, Cllr. Joe Reidy, Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan and Cllr. Kathleen Funchion.”

Item No. 7:
Report on St. Kieran’s Cemetery.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald advised the Members that the report as circulated gives a general overview of the operation of St. Kieran’s Cemetery.
The Members complimented the staff of the Cemetery for the way in which they carry out their work.

Mr. K. Fitzgerald replied to some queries raised by the Members regarding the closing time of the cemetery, the use of bicycles and the Cemetery Bye-Laws.

Item No. 8:
M9 Motorway Per Cent Arts Scheme – Agreement on Assessment Panel.
Mr. J. Mulholland suggested, with the agreement of the Members, that one Member of the Borough Council be nominated to the M9 Motorway Per Cent Arts Scheme Assessment Panel.  Following a brief discussion it was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. Joe Reidy

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Malcolm Noonan be nominated as Kilkenny Borough Council’s representative on the M9 Motorway Per Cent Arts Scheme Assessment Panel.”

Item No. 9:
Signage Strategy for Kilkenny City.

Mr. J. Mulholland suggested to the Members that a panel be set up to consider design submissions.  It was further agreed that 2 no. Members of the Borough Council would be appointed to the Signage Strategy Panel.  Following this it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
And Agreed

“that Cllr. Betty Manning be appointed to the Signage Strategy Panel for Kilkenny City.”

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. B. Manning
And Agreed

“that Cllr. Joe Reidy be appointed to the Signage Strategy Panel for Kilkenny City.”
Item No. 10:
Major Review of Gambling being carried out by Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
It was agreed to transfer this item for consideration at the upcoming Kilkenny City Joint Policing Committee Meeting.
Item No. 18:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 05/10/2009.
Cllr. J. Coonan and the Members appealed to all groups involved in the Halloween Celebrations this year to decide on a co-ordinated approach to ensure that events can be conducted in a safe and controlled manner. 

Item No. 20:
Conferences

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Joe Malone attend the Getting a Grip 2009 Conference “Reducing Drug and Alcohol Related Harm” at Europe Hotel Killarney, Co. Kerry, on the 8th and 9th October, 2009.”
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. D. Fitzgerald

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Malone

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin attend the Getting a Grip 2009 Conference “Reducing Drug and Alcohol Related Harm” at Europe Hotel Killarney, Co. Kerry, on the 8th and 9th October, 2009.”
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that Cllr. Joe Malone attend the Douglas Hyde Conference 2009 – Culture and the Economy to be held from Friday, 16th to Sunday, 18th October, 2009 at Abbeyfield Hotel Conference & Leisure Centre, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon.”

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Malone

And Agreed

“that Cllr. David Fitzgerald attend the Energy Efficiency in Historic Houses Seminar at The Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle, on Tuesday, 20th October, 2009.”

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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