KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

13TH OCTOBER, 2008, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, M. Fitzpatrick, P. Cuddihy, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, N. Frawley, S. Ó hArgáin.

Apologies:  J. Coonan, M. Lanigan
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. Aisling Hayes, Administrative Officer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 6th October, 2008, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
(a) Minutes of Monthly held on 17th September, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 17th September, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.


(b)
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 9h September, 2008
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 9th September, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
Seconded by Cllr. A. McGuinness
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
Joint Policing Committees
Following a request by the Mayor, Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the meeting that documentation together with Guideline have been circulated by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, to all Local Authorities for the establishment of Joint Policing Committee in their area.  Mr. Tyrrell stated that the membership will be as follows:

· 12 members of Kilkenny Borough Council

· 3 no. members of the Oireachtas

· 2 no. Garda Representatives

· 3 no. persons representing the community and voluntary sector

· The Local Authority Manager, and a person nominated by him/her.

Mr. Tyrrell suggested that the Mayor and Party Whips meet to discuss the setting up of this committee.

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick asked that the Local Authority link in with the Community Organisation Group to assist in nominating community representatives.
Keep Kilkenny Beautiful Awards

The Mayor reminded the Members that Tuesday, 14th November, 2008, is the awards night for Keep Kilkenny Beautiful.  He further highlighted the increase in points that Kilkenny achieved in this year’s Tidy Towns Competition and stated that a similar increase next year could put Kilkenny in with a chance of winning the overall Tidy Towns Award in 2009.

Conferral of Freedom of the City
The Mayor informed the meeting that following a unanimous vote by the Borough Council, it is proposed to confer the Freedom of the City of Kilkenny on Mr. Seamus Pattison and Mr. Brian Cody.  Mr. Pattison and Mr. Cody have agreed to accept this honour.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that arrangements be put in place to hold a Special Meeting in Kilkenny Castle on 22nd November, 2008, at 7.30 p.m. to confer the Freedom of the City of Kilkenny on Mr. Seamus Pattison and Mr. Brian Cody.”

Congratulations

The Mayor extended his congratulations to the County Manager and his team and Mary Heffernan on the recent hosting and entertaining of guests from Washington and North Carolina for the James Hoban memorial.
Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

Signage
In response to Members concerns regarding signage, in particular directional signage, Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that funding has been secured through the Historic Towns Trails based on a submission by the Borough Council to Fáilte Ireland.  It is proposed to place signage a various locations throughout the City.  He further stated that it is proposed to include some funding in the 2009 Budget to provide some directional signage for the car parks in the City and small signs for the other streets in the City.

The Members requested that Fair Trade City signage be erected on the approach roads to the City and also that developers of housing estates address the issue of signage in the early stages of development of the estates.

Robertshill Housing Estate:
In response to concerns raised by the Members in relation to lighting at Robertshill Housing Estate, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that this issue is being investigated as a matter of urgency.   He further stated that in the short term arrangements are being made to improve traffic management measures at the entrance to Robertshill.
Ossory Park Remedial Scheme
In reply to a query raised as to whether contracts have gone out to tender for the proposed works at Top Street, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the Borough Council are currently awaiting Budget Cost Approval from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 

In response to a further query, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that it would be impossible to give an exact time frame for completion of the project but this contract would have a possible time frame of 18 to 24 months.
Excessive Noise Levels at some premises in Rose Inn Street, Kilkenny:

Following a discussion, Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that the Planning Authority can investigate noise issues on premises where there is a planning condition for a specified noise level imposed.  This is the case at present in relation to two such premises in Rose Inn Street and the investigation is being carried out by way of noise measurement.
Road Improvement Works at O’Loughlin Road:

In response to queries raised, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that works at O’Loughlin Road are due to be completed within the next couple of weeks.

Item 4:
Litter Management Plan.
Ms. Bernadette Moloney, Environmental Awareness Officer, Kilkenny Local Authorities, explained that the draft Plan has gone through the statutory public consultation phase and is now being brought before the Members for adoption.  Ms. Moloney stated that the Plan contains the proposed measures to be put in place in order to deal with the challenges of Litter Management over the period of the plan and a review of the Plan will be brought before the Members in March of each year.  

Ms. Moloney replied to a number of queries raised and following a further discussion:

It was

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that the Draft Litter Management Plan be adopted”.

Mr. J. McCormack informed the Members that litter patrols, in co-operation with the Gardaí,  have been in place at weekends for the last two weeks and this will continue for the foreseeable future.
Item 5:
Control of Skips Bye-Laws.
The Members welcomed the proposal to introduce Bye-Laws and it was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed

“that the statutory process commence for the introduction of Bye-Laws for the Control of Skips”.
Mr. B. Tyrrell explained that the draft Bye-Laws will go on public display for a period of four weeks, followed by a two week period for receipt of submissions and the draft Bye-Laws will then be brought to the Members for adoption, possibly in January, 2009.
Item 6:
Rothe House Funding.
Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that following the successful restoration of the gardens, The Trust Body have proposals to represent Rothe House as a 17th Century Tudor House.  The total capital cost of this project amounts to €3 million, 80% of which qualifies for Fáilte Ireland funding.  The Rothe House Trust Body asks that Kilkenny Local Authorities fund the shortfall of €600,000.  This will involve a commitment of €300,000 from the Borough Council over the next two years.  In return it is proposed that a Member of the Borough Council would be appointed as a Director of Rothe House Trust.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. B. Manning

And Agreed

“that the Borough Council divert funds to the sum of €300,000 over the next two years to the Rothe House Trust to meet the shortfall for the capital project for the re-presentation of Rothe House. 
Cllr. P. Cuddihy is hereby appointed as a Director of Rothe House Trust.”

Item 7:
Civic Celebrations 2009 Progress Report.
Cllr. P. Cuddihy gave the meeting a report of what has being happening to date in preparation for the Civic Celebrations in 2009.  
Item 8:
Sporting Lease with Freebooters Football Club at Fairgreen, Kilkenny.
Following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that Sporting Lease for 25 years with Freebooters Football Club at Fairgreen is hereby approved in accordance with report circulated.”

Item 9:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 01.09.2008
It was agreed to defer this item to the November Monthly Meeting due to the absence of Cllr. J. Coonan.
Item 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 26.09.2008. 
It was agreed to defer this item to the November Monthly Meeting due to the absence of Cllr. J. Coonan.
Item 13:
Correspondence.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald circulated to the Members a progress report on the Parade and Canal Square Restoration Project.
The Members asked that signage be erected informing the public that this project is being undertaken by way of Development Contributions received.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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