KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

11TH MAY, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
J. Coonan, M. Noonan, B. Manning, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Fitzpatrick, N. Frawley.

Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance, Mr. B. Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. Aisling Hayes, Administrative Officer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 5th May, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th February, 2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 20th April, 2009, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by Cllr. M. Noonan
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Exhibition 90 Years of Dáil Eireann
The Mayor informed the meeting that he recently opened an exhibition in Rothe House by J. O’Donoghue on 90 years of Dáil Eireann.  The Mayor stated that he felt this was an opportune time to bring the Dáil back to Kilkenny and requested that the Borough Council write to the Ceann Comhairle inviting the Dáil to Kilkenny on their return after the summer holiday period.

Congratulations
The Mayor expressed his congratulations to the following:

1. Brian Cody and Kilkenny Hurling Team on their recent success in the National Hurling League Final.
2. Mr. Ned Quinn and Brian Tyrrell on the Launch of the All-Ireland Hurling Championship at Kilkenny Castle.

3. Everyone involved in the Kilkenny Branch of National Childrens’ Choir Concert.  65 choirs out of total of 500 will progress to sing in the National Childrens’ Choir Concert.

Freedom of the City Ceremony.
The Mayor reminded the Members of the upcoming Freedom of the City Ceremony to confer the Freedom of the City on the President of Ireland, Mary McAleese.  This ceremony is due to be held on 19th May, 2009, in Kilkenny Castle and Members are asked to attend at 9.45 a.m.

Launch of Book – The Stripy Men.
The Mayor informed the Members that they are invited to the Launch of the book “The Stripy Men”, funded by Kilkenny Borough Council, by Mr. Joe Cody on Monday, 25th May, 2009, and invitations were circulated to all the Members.

Condolences: 

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the following families of the following who were recently deceased:- 

Una Devane, Dean Cavanagh Place, Kilkenny.
Sean Murray, Dean Cavanagh Place, Kilkenny.

Seamus Costello, c/o Murphy’s Jewellers, High Street, Kilkenny.

Martin Ryan, Callan Road, Kilkenny.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence
Item 3:
Annual Financial Statement 2008.
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed

“that the Annual Financial Statement 2008 is hereby adopted.”

Item 4:
Revised Road Works Scheme 2009. 
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald took the Members through the contents of his report and replied to a number of queries raised in particular in relation to:

1) Traffic Management Schemes currently in public consultations phase.

2) Drainage at Stephen Street.
3) Disability Issues.
Item 5:
Report on Part 8 Development at The Closh, Walkin Street, Kilkenny.

 The Members welcomed the Manager’s Report on the proposed development and following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed

“that the proposed Part 8 Development at The Closh, Walkin Street, Kilkenny, be carried out in accordance with the Manager’s Report, as circulated.”

Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, explained to the Members that the Archaeological Assessment could take approximately four months to complete and on completion it may throw up further issues.  He also pointed out that the funding for any works will require further consideration.
Item 6:
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald went through his report as circulated.  Mr. Fitzgerald explained that tenders will be invited from 13 no. contractors that made it through the pre-qualification phase and pointed out that local contractors were given and will be given equal treatment in the pre-qualification process and tendering process.  Mr. Fitzgerald also confirmed that funding has been received, tendering documentation will issue within the next few weeks and a realistic commencement date would be July/August 2009 for a construction period of 18 months approximately.
Item 7:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received on 30/03/2009.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council undertake to review the design of the height restriction barriers erected at The Parade and Parliament Street.”

 It was agreed that this proposal would be considered within the public consultation process of the Kilkenny City Mobility Management Plan.

Item 8:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Reidy received on 30/04/2009.
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan

“that Kilkenny Borough Council provide a full response to the following proposals put forward by the Kilkenny Taxi Drivers Association:

1.
Define the exact location of the taxi rank on the Parade, after the parade project is completed.  

2.  
That the High Street taxi ranks be switched and that this switch be checked against the proposed mobility plan for the city.  

3.  
That extra public lighting and litter bins be provided at the taxi rank at Bateman Quay.  

4.  
That the taxi rank at Winstons be closed and replaced by extending the Bateman Quay taxi rank.  

5. 
That the timing of the lights from High Street to The Parade be examined and that the sequence on the lights be checked.  

6.  
That Dunnes Stores be requested to provide a trolley bay close to the taxi rank at Bateman Quay.  

7.  
That the timing and sequence of lights from New Street to Jacob Street be examined and that sensors be provided at these lights.  Should sensors be provided appropriate signage indicating that sensors are active at this location should also be provided.  

8.  
That Kilkenny Borough Council request the Gardai to fine those operating illegal taxis at the weekends and refer the matter to the taxi regulator."

It was agreed that this proposal would be considered within the public consultation process of the Kilkenny City Mobility Management Plan.

Presentation to Mayor Pat Crotty and Cllr. M. Lanigan
As Mayor Pat Crotty and Cllr. Michael Lanigan are not seeking re-election, the Members made a presentation to the Mayor Pat Crotty and Cllr. Michael Lanigan to mark their retirement from public life.  Cllr. Paul Cuddihy on behalf of the Fine Gael Party, Cllr. J. Reidy on behalf of the Fianna Fáil Party, Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick,  on behalf of the Labour Party and Cllr. M. Noonan acknowledged the work carried out by both Councillors during their years in office and wished them well in the future.
The County Manager, on behalf of the staff, paid tribute to the contribution of both Councillors during their terms of office.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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