
KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

9th MARCH, 2009, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
A. McGuinness, J. Coonan, M. Noonan, B. Manning, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, S. Ó hArgáin, J. Reidy, M. Lanigan, N. Frawley.


Apologies:
M. Fitzpatrick, Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager and Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer.



 

Also Present:


Mr. J. McCormack,  Director of Services, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 2nd March, 2009, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th February, 2009
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th December, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising from Minutes
The Watershed
The Members requested an update from the Mayor on the current situation regarding the Swimming Pool Area of the Watershed Complex and the proposed re-opening date.
The Mayor stated that the process regarding liability is taking longer than expected.  However, he agreed to investigate the matter further and report back to the Members. 
Toilets Facilities at The Parade.
Following a query regarding the provision of toilet facilities at the Parade, Mr. K. Fitzgerald confirmed that these facilities would be in place for the tourist season in 2009.
Correction to Minutes – Item No. 16.
A request to correct the content of Item No. 16 of Minutes of March Monthly meeting was made so that the words “Women’s Cultural Day” be replaced with “International Women’s Day”.  

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Carers Mini-Marathon
The Mayor wished every success to everyone involved in taking part and organising of the upcoming Carers Mini-Marathon.
Fáilte Ireland

The Mayor highlighted a recent visit to Kilkenny by significant players from Fáilte Ireland which involved visiting the various conference centres in the city.

No Frontiers

The Mayor informed the meeting that RTÉ have recently carried out some filming in Kilkenny as part of the “No Frontiers” programme.  This programme is due to air shortly.

Economic Forum for Kilkenny  

The Mayor and Members expressed their appreciation to Mr. John McCormack, Mr. Brian Tyrrell and the Members of the Municipal Policy Committee for their recent presentation at the Economic Forum for Kilkenny.

The Mayor also pointed out that the Municipal Policy Committee would not be in place but for the work of a number of Councillors, in particular Cllr. B. Manning.

Recent Violence in Northern Ireland
The Members were unanimous in their decision to condemn the recent violent attacks in Northern Ireland and agreed that a letter of condolence be issued on behalf of the people of Kilkenny.
Condolences: 

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following who were recently deceased:- 

Vivian Murray, father of Mr. John Murray.
Patrick McDonagh, 52, Pococke Valley, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence. 

Item 3:
Kilkenny Local Authorities Corporate Procurement Plan 2009-2012.
Mr. John McCormack, in the absence of Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance, explained to the Members that Kilkenny Local Authorities have prepared the Corporate Procurement Plan under the Guidelines of the Department of Finance.  The plan estimates savings in the region of €400,000 to €800,000. Mr. McCormack stated that it is proposed to engage a procurement expert, on a contract basis, for a period of 12 to 18 months, in order to train up 2 existing members of staff.
The Members requested that both Local Authorities be mindful of green public procurement and where possible local suppliers be used.
Item 4:
Agree Date for Special Joint Meeting of Kilkenny Local Authorities. 
It was agreed that the Special Joint Meeting of Kilkenny Local Authorities would be held on Monday, 6th April, 2009, at 4.00 p.m. in Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.
It was further agreed that the Joint Policing Committee Meeting for the Borough be held on the evening of 6th April, 2009, at 7.00 p.m. in Council Chamber, Town Hall, Kilkenny. 

Item 5:
Update on Civic Celebrations – Kilkenny 400.
Cllr. P. Cuddihy outlined to the meeting a number of events organised as part of the Kilkenny 400 celebrations.  These include:
· Special Event on 11th April, 2009, to commemorate the date Kilkenny received its Charters.

· Food Fairs.

· Art Exhibitions in Butler Gallery.

· Kilkenny Arts Festival.

· City Cryer.

· Famine Commemoration at McDonagh Junction being organised by Mr. Donie Butler.

· Concert in Watergate Theatre on Thursday, 7th April, 2009 for senior citizens of Kilkenny.
· Kilkenny 400 Postage Stamp.

· Kilkenny 400 Website, www.kilkenny400.ie.

Cllr. Cuddihy stated that many of the events will be free or low cost admission and asked that families who have relatives living abroad would encourage them to visit Kilkenny at some stage during the year.  Celebrations will continue all Summer and into the Autumn and a brochure of events will be produced and made available to the public.  Cllr. Cuddihy, in his address, renewed the €2009  reward for the missing “Liber Secundus” book and stated that the Borough Council would be delighted to see this book take its rightful place in the archives.
The Members requested that arrangements be made to have the Charters displayed.  
Item 6:
Arts Grants 2009.
Mr. J. McCormack informed the Members that there was a total budget of €35,000 approved for Arts Grants 2009,  €10,000 of this is earmarked for Kilkenny Arts Week which leaves a remainder of €25,000 available to distribute as part of the Arts Grants Scheme. 
He further stated that an advertisement inviting applications for Arts Grants will be placed shortly and applicants are requested to have the theme of Kilkenny 400 Celebrations in their applications.

Item 7:
Progress Report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald circulated a progress report to the Members on the Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.  Mr. Fitzgerald went through the contents of his report and also informed the Members that it is hoped to have the keys of the current available units shortly and consideration will be given to people who have association with Ossory Park when deciding on these allocations.
Item 8:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. John Coonan received on 26.02.2009.
Proposed by:

Cllr. John Coonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that a review of safe access/egress at the junction of College Road – Old Callan road adjacent to the Sceilp Inn be undertaken by Kilkenny Borough Council.”
During a discussion, the Members agreed that a review of this area should include from roundabout on the Ring Road to the junction at St. Patrick’s Church.

In reply, Mr. K. Fitzgerald thanked the Members for their suggestions and comments and agreed to arrange to review the area with the relevant staff of Kilkenny County Council, being the relevant authority in this case.

Mr. Fitzgerald also informed the Members that he would be bringing to Members in the near future a three year Road Works Scheme for their approval which will include some lighting proposals re Greensbridge.

In accordance with Standing Orders, the Mayor informed the meeting that the next item to be dealt with on the Agenda would be Item No. 10 and following that Item No. 11 and Item No. 12.
Item 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin received 02.03.2009.

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan
And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council notes with concern the considerable and ongoing litter and anti-social behaviour problem on the laneway connecting Broguemakers Hill and the Castlecomer Road.  That the Council undertakes to monitor the situation, and in consultation with local residents to work to find a solution to the problem.”
Following a discussion, Mr. Fitzgerald agreed to investigate the matter to see what measures can be put in place to deal with the problem.
Item 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllrs. S. Ó hArgáin, Marie Fitzpatrick and Noel Frawley, received on 02.03.2009.

Proposed by:

Cllr. N. Frawley,
Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

“that Kilkenny Borough Council condemns the unfairness of the recently announced levy on public servants.  While recognising the necessity for all sections of society to contribute to our economic recovery, this council believes that expecting that one third of the workforce carries an unfair burden in this regard is unacceptable.  We also regard the imposition of this levy on low-paid public and civil servants as utterly counter-productive and damaging to our local economy.  Kilkenny Borough Council therefore calls for a postponement of the levy until a comprehensive taxation package which is progressive and fair is announced.”

Following a debate on the Motion the following amendment was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by Cllr. P. Crotty
“That Kilkenny Borough Council would encourage the government to ensure that the proposed budget brings forward measures that will ensure that the current economic burden is spread fairly/is transparent/and is based on ability to pay rather than profession.”

The amendment was put to a vote as follows:
For the amendment
Cllr. M. Brett,  Cllr. J. Coonan, Cllr. P. Crotty, Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. M.  Lanigan, Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. J. Reidy (9).
Against the amendment
Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin, Cllr. N. Frawley (2).
The amendment was carried by nine votes to two.

Item 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Noonan received 02.03.2009

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed
“that Kilkenny Borough Council would as soon as is practicable present to members the Manager’s Report on the Part 8 Process relating to the provision of a Skate Park at the Closh for their consideration at the April Meeting of the Council.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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