KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

9TH JUNE, 2008, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  M. Fitzpatrick, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, P. Crotty, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, N. Frawley, S. Ó hArgáin.

Apologies:  J. Coonan
Also Present:


Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 3rd June, 2008, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
Minutes of Monthly held on 12th May, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 12th May, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Matters Arising from Minutes:

Temporary Toilet Facilities
In response to query raised, Mr. K. Fitzgerald explained that temporary toilet facilities are proposed for the Market Yard and it is currently at procurement stage.  However, this project will also involve a Part 8 procedure under the Planning and Development Act 2000.  It is envisaged that facilities will be in place within the next five to six months.  Mr. Fitzgerald further confirmed that no response has been received from the OPW regarding the provision of toilet facilities located on the Castle grounds.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
Condolences
The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the family of the following who were recently deceased:-

Imelda Connolly, Kieran Street, Kilkenny.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Service of Dedication
The Mayor informed the Members that an invitation has been extended to the Mayor and Borough Council Members to attend a Service of Dedication for the new refurbishment of St. Canice’s Cathedral Organ, Lighting and Heating Systems, on Sunday 15th June, 2008, at 7.00 p.m. and to refreshments afterwards served in St. Canice’s Cathedral.
Green Paper on Local Government Reform

The Mayor reminded Members of an AMAI Conference on 13th June, 2008, in Waterford regarding the Green Paper on Local Government Reform.

The Members expressed their concerns in relation to the flow of functions away from the Town Councils and requested clarification on the future plans for City Hall and the functions which will be administered from City Hall.

In response, Mr. McCormack explained that the only function legally transferred to the County Council was the Sanitary Services function under the Local Government Act 2001.  Mr. McCormack stated that it is intended that the Planning, Roads, Parks and Environment functions will be delivered from City Hall for the City and Environs area which will pave the way for a Borough Boundary extension.  The Housing Service will be transferred to a One-Stop Shop facility in a separate building which will cater for the City and County.  The intention of Management is to maximise efficiency by sharing appropriate services.
Kilkenny Musical Society

The Mayor expressed her congratulations to the Kilkenny Youth Musical Society on the achievements of members who were nominated and were awarded Aims Awards by the National Executive recently.  The Mayor would encourage the youth of Kilkenny to get involved in this society.
Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

Traffic Calming Measures at Bohernatounish Road
In response to requests made by the Members to provide some traffic calming measures at Bohernatounish Road, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that he would bring this issue up with the County Council and pass on the Members concerns.
Cllr. M. Brett informed the meeting that this matter has been raised with the Council and he has been informed that they are formulating plans to improve the area.

Traffic Management at Michael Street

Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that this item was not on the Agenda and would be listed for discussion at a future meeting.

In response to some queries raised Mr. Fitzgerald stated that it is going to be extremely difficult to come up with a solution to accommodate all parties as some of the demands at the present time are incompatible.  However, he agreed to have another look at the proposal with a view to finding a proposal to suit all parties.
River Drainage Scheme.

In reply to a query as to whether there were any outstanding issue in relation to wildlife/landscaping, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that he was not aware of any outstanding issues but agreed to investigate the matter and report back to the Members.  Mr. Fitzgerald suggested looking at the possibility of replacing the bollards with oak stakes at the Bateman Quay River Side Amenity Area.
Stone Arches at Courthouse, Kilkenny.
Following a discussion, Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the stone arches which were removed will be replaced in the new development.
Referendum Posters.
The Members expressed their concerns in relation to the taking down of posters following the Lisbon Treaty referendum and in reply, Mr. McCormack requested that posters be taken down by the due date together with plastic ties.
Manager’s Report on Submissions on the Amendments to the Draft Development Plan and Adoption of the Kilkenny City and Environs Draft Development Plan.

Mr. B. Tyrrell confirmed with the Members arrangements for special meeting for the consideration of the Manager’s Report and subsequent adoption of the Draft Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan.  This meeting is arranged for Monday 16th June, 2008, at 6.30 p.m. at Council Chamber, City Hall, Kilkenny. 
Item 4:

Municipal Policy Committee
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Crotty
And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council set up the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee to be made up of 5 no. Elected Members of Kilkenny Borough Council, 1 no. Elected Member of Kilkenny County Council and 5 no. members selected from external groups.”

The following Members were selected to sit on the Municipal Policy Committee:
Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:
Cllr. A. McGuinness
And Agreed

“that Cllr. M. Lanigan be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee”.
Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:
Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed

“that Cllr. J. Reidy be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee”.

Proposed by:
Cllr. P. Crotty

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Brett

“that Cllr. B. Manning be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee”.

Proposed by:
Cllr. S. O’hArgáin

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. M. Noonan be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee”.

Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Noonan

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin be appointed to the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee”.

It was further agreed that an invitation be issued to Kilkenny County Council and 1 no. representative to be elected at the next Kilkenny Area Committee Meeting.

It was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:
Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

“that Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin be appointed Chairperson of the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee”.

Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Lanigan

Seconded by:
Cllr. A. McGuinness

“that Cllr. J. Reidy be appointed Chairperson of the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committee”.

The proposals were put to a vote as follows:

For Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. N. Frawley, Cllr. P. Crotty, Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. B. Manning, Cllr. M. Noonan, Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin (8).

For Cllr. J. Reidy

Cllr. M. Lanigan, Cllr. A. McGuinness, Cllr. J. Reidy (3).

Cllr. S. ÓhArgáin was declared appointed as Chairperson of the City of Kilkenny Municipal Policy Committed by 8 votes to 3.
Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that the establishment of a Municipal Policy Committee may require an amendment to the current Standing Orders and he agreed to investigate the matter and report back to the Members.

He further stated that meetings will be held on a quarterly basis and a works programme will be set out at the first meeting.

Item 5:
Progress report on Ossory Park Remedial Scheme.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald went through the contents of the report as circulated to the Members and responded to a number of queries raised.  The Members thanked Mr. Fitzgerald for his ongoing work on this Scheme.
Item 6:
Housing Report.
Mr. K. Fitzgerald went through the contents of the report as circulated to the Members.  

The Members welcomed Mr. Fitzgerald’s report and Mr. K. Fitzgerald and Mr. J. McCormack responded to queries raised in relation to the housing list and affordable housing scheme.

Item 7:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 25.01.2008.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by:

Cllr. N. Frawley
And Agreed
“that Kilkenny Borough Council notes the increase in agency employment throughout the economy and is aware that many workers from home and abroad are offered agency employment when they are seeking direct and permanent employment.  We understand trade unions have raised concerns that many of these workers are retained on minimum conditions and in some instances are not receiving all their entitlements.  Agency employment should not be used as an unnecessary substitute for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance of or undermining of fair pay and conditions.  Noting that legislation will come before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the issue of agency employment, this council believes and will recommend to the Minister the principle of equal treatment should be included in any such legislation on this issue."
It was acknowledged by the Members that this issue forms part of the current partnership national pay talks.
Item 8:
Notion of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Noonan received 27.01.2008.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

“That Kilkenny Borough Council implement A 'Paint the Shops' Scheme for the City Centre, in order to bring a standarised, high quality and colour schemed finish to the City's Streetscape".
Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer advised members that a draft scheme, including lighting and a colour scheme, has been prepared for High Street. Implementation of the scheme will require consultation and co-operation from owners and occupiers and if successful might provide a model for further such schemes throughout the city.
Cllr. Noonan was happy to accept Mr. Fitzgerald’s advice.
Item 9:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Brett received 28.01.2008.
It was agreed to remove the word “proposed” from the original Notice of Motion.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that we the members of Kilkenny Borough Council ask the minister to change his mind in relation to his abolition of the FÁS Employment Schemes”.

Item 10 & 11:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Reidy received 31.01.2008 and Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness received 31.01.2008. 
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness
And agreed:

“that Kilkenny Borough Council resolve to provide funding for the upkeep and general maintenance at the laneway between Roberts Hill, Fr. Murphy Square and Dean Cavanagh Place.
That Kilkenny Borough Council carry out an audit of City Laneways with a view to putting them on a cleaning programme and providing proper lighting,  where needed.”
Following a discussion, Mr. J. McCormack and Mr. K. Fitzgerald complemented the outdoor staff on the continued good work in this area.  Mr. Fitzgerald informed the members that the programme for the cleaning of laneways will be brought before the Members.
Item 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 25.02.2008.
Proposed by:
Cllr. M. Noonan

"That Kilkenny Borough Council implement A 'Paint the Shops' Scheme for the City Centre, in order to bring a standardised, high quality and colour schemed finish to the City's Streetscape".

Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer advised members that a draft scheme, including lighting and a colour scheme, has been prepared for High Street. Implementation of the scheme will require consultation and co-operation from owners and occupiers and if successful might provide a model for further such schemes throughout the city.
Item 13:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness received 31.01.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council upgrade the Lacken Walk to a usable standard for pedestrians and put the walk on a general cleaning programme in order to maintain the area”.

Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that the area is included in the next phase of the Linear Park and agreed to liaise with the County Council in order to have the area placed on a maintenance schedule.

Item 14:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin received 31.01.2008.

It was agreed to amend the original Notice of Motion to include Kilkenny to Galway.

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough council, noting the absence of any private or public bus service running directly from Kilkenny to Cork and Kilkenny to Galway, demands of Bus Eireann that it instigate an inter-city express service between the two cities, particularly to cater for the large number of third level students studying in Cork.”

Item  16:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Reidy received 19.05.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council resolves to engage with Kilkenny County Council to complete the works and impact studies necessary to allow the planning to be completed at Robertshill and in this regard that a comprehensive report be made available to members on the issues effecting the completion of the estate and the construction of the apartments for which planning permission was granted under the section 8 procedure”.

Mr. K. Fitzgerald agreed contact the County Council in relation to this matter and report back to the members.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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