KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

14th JULY, 2008, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, M. Fitzpatrick, P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, N. Frawley, S. Ó hArgáin.
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. D. Maher, Acting Senior Engineer, Mr. S. McGuire, Acting Administrative Officer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 7th July, 2008, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. 
(a) Minutes of Monthly held on 9th June, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th June, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by Cllr. A. McGuinness
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.


(b)
Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 23rd June, 2008
Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 23rd June, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor
Condolences
The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the family of the following who were recently deceased:-

Mrs. Kitty Aylward, mother of Liam Aylward MEP, Bobby Aylward T.D., Eddie Aylward, Former Water Caretaker and Grandmother of Shane Aylward, Executive Engineer Machinery Yard.
Malachy Daly, John Street, Kilkenny.
Teasie Delahunty, The Parade, Kilkenny and Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Congratulations

The Mayor extended his congratulations to the following on their recent achievements:

The Kilkenny Minor and Senior Hurling Teams on their success in the Leinster Championship.

Mary Kate Lanigan on becoming All-Ireland Champion in Under 17 High Jump.

Teresa Connollan on her success in the Under 17  Hammer competition.
Joanne Cuddihy and Eileen O’Keeffe on qualifying for Olympics.

Brian Reidy on his achievement in A Class Regional Tennis Championships.

Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement:

Public Toilet Facilities:
In response to a request from the Members for an update on the provision of public toilet facilities particularly in the Market Yard, Mr. J. McCormack stated that tenders have been received for toilet facilities in the Market Yard and are currently being evaluated.  He further stated that it will possibly be October before the facilities are in place on the Parade and the Borough Council are currently pursuing a third option to provide temporary facilities.
Pedestrian Crossing at Greensbridge:
Following a discussion it was agreed that this matter should be brought forward from the Borough Council meeting to the Kilkenny Area Committee meeting.

Junction at Friary Street/Parnell Street:
Mr. B. Tyrrell agreed to investigate and remedy a road repair at the junction of Friary Street/Parnell Street.
Representations made by Members:
The Members requested that a system be put in place to record all representations by Members whereby a ticket reference can be given to each representation made in order that it can be easily followed up.
In reply Mr. B. Tyrrell agreed to investigate the request made by the Members and report back.

Congratulations to Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick:

The Members extended their congratulations and best wishes to Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick on being elected to the Chair of the Vocational Educational Committee.

Drainage System/Surface Water:
The Members outlined the problems with surface water during the recent wet weather and flooding occurring particularly at Assumption Place/O’Loughlin Road area, outside Nowlan Park and at various roundabouts.  The Members further suggested that an audit be carried out of the problem areas and a time frame be put in place for dealing with these areas.
In response Mr. B. Tyrell agreed to take on board the Members suggestions.  He stated that the proposed road works at O’Loughlin Road will take account of drainage issues and surface water and he will take the matter regarding the roundabouts up with the County Council.

School Warden at Presentation Primary School:
Following a discussion during which the concerns of the School were expressed in relation to the putting in place of a School Warden at the school crossing in Parnell Street, Mr. B. Tyrrell reminded the Members that the Borough Council undertook substantial works to improve safety at the crossing.  Mr. Tyrrell pointed out that there some free parking at the nearby Cathedral Square car park and asked that drivers give due consideration to safety when driving or parking on this street.

Item 4:

Section 85 – Kells Road Improvement Scheme.
Following a discussion in which the Members welcomed the proposed works but expressed their concerns regarding the levels of consultation with the residents of Corcoran Terrace and the reduction of green space to facilitate the proposed development.  The Members also requested that the drawings and plans for the works be forwarded to the Borough Council Members as well as the County Council Members.
In response Mr. B. Tyrrell pointed out that the purpose of the item on the Agenda is to enter into a Section 85 Agreement with the County Council in order that the Council can carry out the proposed works on behalf of the Borough Council.  He further added that the Part 8 proposals are coming before Kilkenny County Council at the next meeting and there have been some changes made to the original design so that the minimum amount is being taken from the green space.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny County Council being of the opinion that it would be more convenient to enter into an Agreement with Kilkenny Borough Council in respect of the proposed R 697 Kells Road Improvement Scheme pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001. This agreement enables Kilkenny County Council to undertake, within administrative area of Kilkenny Borough Council, site investigations and all necessary works and procedures, including the power to acquire compulsorily and land to facilitate the proposed road improvement scheme”.
Item 5:
Appointed Stands Bye-Laws 2008.
The Members welcomed the introduction of the new Appoint Stands Bye-Laws 2008 and suggested that details showing the locations of the taxi ranks in the City should be displayed at various venues throughout the City.

It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy,

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin,

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council Draft Appointed Stands Park Bye-Laws  2008, as circulated, be adopted”.

Item 6:
Part 8 Development of Playground at Assumption Place, Kilkenny.
The Members welcomed the Manager’s Report on the proposed development and following a discussion it was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed

“that the proposed Part 8 Development of Playground at Assumption Place, Kilkenny, be carried out in accordance with the Manager’s Report, as circulated.”

Item 7:
Disposal of Freehold Interest in property at No. 2, Larchfield, Kilkenny.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
And Agreed
“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at No. 2, Larchfield, Kilkenny, as per notification issued to Members on 20th June, 2008.”

Item 8:
Disposal of Freehold interest in property at No. 11, Fr. Murphy Square, Kilkenny.
It was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in the land at No. 11, Fr. Murphy Square, Kilkenny, as per notification issued to Members on 20th June, 2008.”

Item 9:
European Mobility Week.
Following a discussion it was agreed by the Members that Kilkenny would take part in European Mobility Week from 16th to 22nd September, 2008, and a standing committee was set up for the organisation of same which consists of the following Members:

Cllr. S. O’hArgáin 
– 
Proposed by:  Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick, 




Seconded by:  Cllr. N. Frawley,




And Agreed


Cllr. M. Noonan
-
Proposed by:  Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick,




Seconded by:  Cllr. S. ÓhArgáin,




And Agreed


Cllr. M. Brett
-
Proposed by:
  Cllr. P. Cuddihy,




Seconded by:
  Cllr. B. Manning,




And Agreed


Cllr. J. Coonan
-
Proposed by:  Cllr. A. McGuinness,




Seconded by:  Cllr. M. Lanigan,




And Agreed


Mr. D. Maher, Acting Senior Engineer.


Ms. Bernadette Moloney, Environmental Awareness Officer.

It was agreed that the Committee on European Mobility Week would provide a progress report for the September meeting. 

The Members further agreed that a public debate should take place in the Council Chamber in City Hall regarding pedestrianisation in Kilkenny and the Committee would organise a date for this debate to take place.

Item 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness received 18.02.2008. 
It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
And agreed:

“that the Kilkenny Borough Council will carry out a survey of the footpaths in Kilkenny City and Environs to determine their safety relative to their use by older people.”
Item 11:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 25.02.2008.
Proposed by:
Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by:
Cllr. J. Reidy
And Agreed

"that Kilkenny Local Authorities seek to have greater powers in relation to the area of neglected houses, property and premises.”
The Members agreed that contact would be made with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, requesting an increase in powers for Local Authorities to deal with neglected properties.  It was also agreed to issue similar correspondence to AMAI and GCCC.
Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that currently Local Authorities have powers under Dangerous Buildings and Derelict Sites legislation relating derelict, dangerous or unsafe property.  This property could be acquired and registered in the name of the Local Authority.

In reply to a query regarding a Borough Council house which has been unoccupied for over 12 months, Mr. McCormack confirmed that this was had been a vacant private property, acquired by the Borough Council and improvement works will commence in a few weeks.
Item 12:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin, Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. N. Frawley and Cllr. M. Noonan, received 30.06.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan
And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council fully supports the campaign by local members of the IMPACT Trade Union against the effects of the HSE staffing embargo and its dramatic impact on front line health and social services in Kilkenny and nationally.”
Item 13:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 19.03.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick
And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Local Authorities seek to find and give their fullest financial support to Kilkenny Musical Society.”
Following a discussion, Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that the annual Arts Grants will be allocated by the Members at the September meeting.

Item  14:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. A. McGuinness  received 08.04.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness
Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Reidy 

“that given the arrangement entered into by Kilkenny Borough Council and Coillte, Dublin Road, Kilkenny, Kilkenny Borough Council resolve to enter into negotiations with Coillte to resolve the parking difficulties that the staff are experiencing at Dublin Road and Maudlin Street as a matter of urgency.”
Mr. J. McCormack stated that there is adequate car parking facilities in the area and following a discussion, the motion was deemed withdrawn, in light of the consultations and discussions which had taken place to date. 
Item  15:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin  received 30.06.2008.

Following a discussion it was agreed to amend the original Notice of Motion to include “in the Butts area and every other area” and replace the word immediately with “as soon as possible”.
Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council will as soon as possible review the condition and effectiveness of the public lighting system in the Butts area and every other area with a view to upgrading it.”

Item 16:
Conferences.

It was agreed that Cllr. A. McGuinness and Cllr. J. Reidy attend the upcoming AMAI Conference.
Item 17:
Correspondence.

Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that correspondence has been received from the Road Safety Authority in response to a request from the Members to  enact legislation on the modification of engine sizes.

Mr. Tyrrell stated that he would arrange to circulate a copy of this correspondence to the Members. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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