KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

8TH DECEMBER, 2008, AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor  P. Crotty, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, M. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, A. McGuinness, M. Noonan, J. Reidy, B. Manning, N. Frawley, S. Ó hArgáin.
Also Present:


Mr. J. Crockett, County Manager, Mr. J. McCormack,  Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Ms. A. Hayes, Administrative Officer, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.

Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 1st December, 2008, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
(a) Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 10th November, 2008
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 10th November, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan
Seconded by Cllr. B. Manning
And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

(b) Minutes of Special Meeting held on 22nd November, 2008
Minutes of Special Meeting held on 22nd November, 2008, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan
Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”
The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item 2:
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.

Mayor’s Coal Fund
The Mayor expressed his gratitude to all those who have contributed to the annual Mayor’s Coal Fund  and asked that anybody who wishes to make a contribution may still do so.
Civic Celebrations 2009

The Mayor informed the meeting that the programme of events for the Civic Celebrations in 2009 will be launched soon and pointed out that this information is already in the public domain as Cllr. P. Cuddihy gave a very lengthy list of the proposed events at the October Monthly Meeting.

Freedom of the City Civic Reception

The Mayor read to the Meeting a sample of letters of congratulations on the success of the Civic Reception conferring the Freedom of the City of Kilkenny on Mr. Seamus Pattison and Mr. Brian Cody.  His expressed his appreciation to all those who contributed to the preparation and success of the night.
Following this the Members expressed their thanks to the Mayor for his words on the night.
Item 3:
Planning Policy and Enforcement.

Area of Special Planning Control
Mr. B. Tyrrell informed the Members that this item would be listed on the Agenda for the February 2009 monthly meeting.
Planning Status of Lap Dancing Club

Following a query from the Members, Mr. B. Tyrrell stated that the Planning Authority had received correspondence from An Bord Pleanála requesting further information which has been provided.  However, the Borough Council has not been informed of a target date for a decision on this matter by An Bord Pleanála.
Item 4:
Appointment of Chairman to Joint Policing Committee 
Proposed by:

Cllr. Mr. Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“That Cllr. P. Cuddihy be appointed Chairman to Joint Policing Committee”.

Cllr. P. Cuddihy expressed his gratitude to the Members and stated that he would represent all political parties on this Committee.

Item 5:
Report to Members on commencement of Part 8 procedure under Planning and Development Act, 2000, for Historic Town Trails.
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Lanigan
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

And Agreed

“that a Part 8 procedure under Planning and Development Act, 200 commence  in line with the report issued to members by Mr. B.Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer.”
Item 6:
Approval of Overdraft Accommodation to 30th June, 2009.
Following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“that subject to the sanction of the Minister of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves an overdraft facility to a maximum amount of €5,000,000 for the half year ending 30th June, 2009.”

Item 7:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. B. Manning received 10.11.2008.
Proposed by:

Cllr. B. Manning
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed

“that Kilkenny Borough Council undertake resurfacing and signage on the narrow length of roadway which is part of Fr. Hayden Road.”

In response Mr. K. Fitzgerald stated that it is the Borough Council’s intention to commence a Part 8 Procedure early in the New Year to deal with this area including Fr. Hayden Road.

Item 8:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. J. Coonan received 21.11.2008.

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Coonan
Seconded by: 
Cllr. J. Reidy 
“that an Action Plan with an agreed programme of works be undertaken by Kilkenny Borough Council as a matter of priority in the following areas:

Upper Patrick Street

St. Fiacre’s Place/Fr. Hayden Road.”
Mr. K. Fitzgerald informed the meeting that proposals have been prepared and it is the intention to enter into discussions with the County Council to have this work carried out during the school closure period in the summer of 2009.  A Part 8 Procedure for these works will commence in January 2009.

Following a further discussion the following amended Motion was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

Seconded by:

Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed

“that an agreed programme of works be undertaken by Kilkenny Borough Council as a matter of priority in the following areas:

Upper Patrick Street

St. Fiacre’s Place/Fr. Hayden Road.”
Item 9:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Brett received 26.11.2008.
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Brett
Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy

“That we, the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council, do hereby request that the Banks in Kilkenny put a moratorium on loans that have fallen in arrears for a least six months to allow people to get back on their feet.”

Following a discussion the following amended Motion was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. J. Reidy
Seconded by:

Cllr. M. Brett
And Agreed

“That we, the Members of Kilkenny Borough Council, do hereby request the Financial Institutions in Kilkenny to put a moratorium on loans that have fallen in arrears for a least six months to allow people to get back on their feet.”

It was further requested that this Motion be forwarded to The Financial Regulator and Minister for Finance.
Item 10:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllrs. S. Ó hArgáin, M. Lanigan, M. Noonan, P. Cuddihy received 28.11.2008.
Proposed by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin
Seconded by:

Cllr. P. Cuddihy
And Agreed
“that Kilkenny Borough Council will lead a major commemorative ceremony in 2009 in memory of all Kilkenny people who have died in war.  This will involve ecumenical and cross-community participation and also involving appropriate participation by the military and policy organisations.”
It was agreed by the Members that this ceremony would form part of the proposed programme of events for the Civic Celebrations in 2009.

The Mayor asked the Members for suggestions on how to move this Motion forward.

In response it was agreed that a specific committee with all stakeholders involved be set up and that the Member who proposed the Motion to form part of this Committee and liaise with Mr. B. Tyrrell, Senior Executive Officer.

Item 11:
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. M. Noonan received 28.11.2008

It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. M. Noonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin

And Agreed

“That Kilkenny Borough Council would, in conjunction with Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee, Civic Celebrations Committee, Keep Kilkenny Beautiful, Transition Towns and other relevant stakeholders, plant 400 fruit trees in Kilkenny City and Environs as a long term legacy project to celebrate Kilkenny’s 400 years as a Chartered City in 2009”.
It was agreed that this Motion should go to the Civic Celebrations Committee for consideration and the Committee is to come back to the Members with specific proposals.
13.
Correspondence
The Mayor informed the Members that an Invitation has been extended to the Borough Council Members to attend the Carol Service in St. Canice’s Cathedral.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:
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