KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF  MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 11th FEBRUARY, 2013 AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor Seán Ó’hArgáin, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, John Coonan, Paul Cuddihy, David Fitzgerald, Marie Fitzpatrick, Kathleen Funchion, Jimmy Leahy, Joe Malone Andrew McGuinness, Malcolm Noonan, Joe Reidy.
Also Present:
Mr. Joe Crockett, County Manager, Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Town Clerk, and Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer. 
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 4th February, 2013 convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read an

Item 1:
Confirmation of Minutes of Meetings:

a. Minutes of Monthly Meeting of  Kilkenny Borough Council held on 14th Januray, 2013  having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was


Proposed by Cllr. A. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan

And Agreed:


“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby 
adopted”.
b. Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting of  Kilkenny Borough Council held on 14th January, 2013 having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by  Cllr.  M. Fitzpatrick

Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby 
adopted”

c. Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of  Kilkenny Borough Council held on 15th January, 2013 having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr.  J. Coonan

Seconded by Cllr. A. McGuinness

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby 
adopted”

d. Minutes of Adjourned Budget Meeting of  Kilkenny Borough Council held on 15th January, 2013 having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr.  J. Reidy

Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick

And Agreed:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby 
adopted”

2.
Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.
· The Mayor noted the surprise decision of Pope Benedict to resign on 28th February 2013, and wished him well in his retirement.

· The Mayor congratulated all involved in the arrangements for the proposed Source Festival in Nowlan Park in July.

· The Mayor will be forming a Christmas 2013 Festival Committee, comprising councillors, and vested interests from the commercial and business sector to plan for Christmas events.
· The Mayor congratulated the Thomastown and Clara G.A.A. clubs on their recent All Ireland Club Championship success.

· The Mayor related his serious concerns regarding the recent lenient sentences imposed for assaults perpetrated on elderly persons.

· The Mayor indicated that there would be a meeting convened around issues relating to suicide prevention in April 2013.

· The Mayor requested that the March meeting be bilingual to mark “Seachtain na Gaeilge”.

Planning permission granted by An Bord Pleanála for an amusement arcade at the High Street Mall.
The Mayor and Members noted with concern the recent grant of planning permission by An Bord Pleanála for a gaming arcade in the High Street Mall, and further noted that the decision by Kilkenny Borough Council had been to refuse permission, and the Bord’s inspector had also recommended refusal. All members expressed complete opposition to the planned use and urged the developers not to proceed. 

It was generally agreed that the taking of judicial review proceedings would be both costly and highly unlikely to succeed.

Members agreed to support and sign a letter to be drafted by the Mayor, calling on the promoters of the development not to proceed. 

On the advice of the County Manager members undertook to issue the letter in their own right as public representatives
3.
Capital Project Update.


Mr. J. Mulholland Director of Services, provide members with a report, circulated at the meeting, on various Capital Projects, and gave a current status report on each, including estimated financial provisions where possible.


Projects referred to were:


Medieval Mile Projects:



High Street Upgrading, including phasing arrangements, and 
technical drawings.



St. Mary’s Restoration



Butler Gallery / Evans Home



River Garden



The Tholsel undercroft/tourism information



Vertical Garden


Other Capital Projects:



Kilkenny City and County Library



Pedestrian Bridge at Bateman Quay/John’s Quay


Kilkenny Central Access Scheme


Mr. Mulholland responded to questions and members generally welcomed the proposed works. It was agreed that the consultation with stakeholders in relation to the proposed High Street works would commence on 20th February with a meeting in City Hall at 6pm.


Mr. Joe Crockett reminded members of the context and background for the various elements of the Medieval Mile project with particular reference to some concerns regarding the inclusion of the River Garden. Mr. Crockett referred to the Council’s adoption in 2010 of the Kilkenny Economic Development Plan, which had as an objective the ambition to significantly increase the numbers of visitors to Kilkenny. In ensuing engagement with Fáilte Ireland the prospect of creating an international quality garden emerged as a potential tourist attraction by enhancing existing amenities including the River Nore linear park. The Manager confirmed local and national collaboration in the planning for such an attraction and that as proposals were developed Members would be informed and their support sought.

Mr. Crockett also informed the meeting that the proposal for a tourism information office in the Tholsel would be considered at the ground floor of the Tholsel, and that his understanding was that the Tholsel would continue as a centre of local administration for any revised local government administration.

4.
Part VIII Report on Pedestrian Bridge at Johns Quay/Bateman Quay. 


Mr. John Mulholland ,Director of services presented the Managers Part 
VIII Report on the proposed Pedestrian Bridge at Johns Quay/Bateman 
Quay as required under Section 179 of the Planning & 
Development Act, 2000, which had been prepared for submission to 
the elected members of Kilkenny Borough Council and containing
information regarding the proposed development, issues raised 
following the public notice  and the display for public inspection of the 
plans and particulars and other matters as required under Section 179 
of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.

The works shall consist of:

1. Erection of the Bridge Structure.

2. Construction of approach pathways and wing-walls.

3. Provision of steps and ramps on the John’s Quay approach.

4. Railings, handrails and lighting.

5. Alteration to existing underground services. 

6. Minor realignment of the public roadway at John’s Quay.
Following consideration of the report which had been circulated to all members on 8th February 2013, it was:


Proposed by Cllr.  M. Brett


Seconded by Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick 

and unanimously agreed:
“that Kilkenny Borough Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance with the Managers Report and in accordance with the plans made available for public inspection to include the following conditions:

1. A Section 50 Consent under the Arterial Drainage Act 1945 is obtained from Office of Public Works.

2. Further consultation be undertaken with the Council’s Access Officer to ensure best current practice in respect of accessibility.

3. The Design of the proposed bridge be that of the Lattice Truss Option 2 as outlined in the documents prepared for public consultation.

5.
Structural Report on old James Stephen’s Swimming Pool building.

Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services, presented details of a structural report on old James Stephen’s Swimming Pool building, under the following headings:


Background / accommodation



Structure, and internal layout



Structural condition



Photographic evidence of structural defects



Conclusions/Recommendations.


After a brief discussion it was agreed to defer a decision pending further clarification and an assessment of the electrical and other requirements to ensure that any proposed letting of the building would be considered having regard to safety standards in the building.
6.
Recommendations from St. Mary’s Restoration Committee.


Cllr. M. Noonan, Chairman of the St. Mary’s restoration committee reported that the committee had met on 30th January and agreed to recommend that Kilkenny Borough Council would agree the following:

1. Public Consultation  
It was proposed to hold a public information seminar on Saturday 13th April 2013 in City Hall. Refreshments would be provided and a tour of the site would complete the seminar. Attendees of previous public consultation would be invited and it would also be available for open attendance. The speakers /panel would comprise:

C. O Drisceoil - Saint Mary's in context 


Amy Harris - the medieval and renaissance tombs 


John Kirwan - the war graves of St. Mary's 


Claire Walsh - new archaeological discoveries


2. Graveyard Restoration 

That the Richard Shee Renaissance mural tomb sometimes referred to as “Faith, Hope & Charity” tomb be selected as a monument to be prioritised for restoration. Consultations would take place with the Heritage Council to identify capable contractors. 


It was proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan

Seconded by Cllr. J. Reidy 


And agreed


“that the public consultation and grave restoration, as recommended 
by the St. Mary’s committee, proceed as outlined.
7.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Marie Fitzpatrick received 10th September, 2012.

Proposed by Cllr. M Fitzpatrick

Seconded by Cllr. S. Ó hArgáin


And agreed
“That Kilkenny Borough Council recognises that the trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation is a modern day form of slavery and form of human rights abuse. 

Notes that the Irish Sex Industry, worth €250 million per year, is very damaging for the men and women involved in prostitution.
Notes that there is clear evidence of children who have been trafficked in Ireland specifically for the purpose of prostitution. 

Notes the negligible number of convictions for human trafficking under the Criminal Law Human Trafficking Act 2008.
Notes the evidence from Sweden which show that criminal sanctions for the purpose of sex are a proven deterrent to prostitution and consequently to trafficking and organised crime. 

Proposes that the government develops effective and appropriate responses to deal with prostitution and trafficking for sexual exploitation. Therefore calls on the government to introduce legislation criminalising the purchase of sex in Ireland in order to curb prostitution and trafficking for sexual exploitation. “

8.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Malcolm Noonan received 8th October, 2012.

Proposed by Cllr. M. Nonan

Seconded by Cllr. K. Funchion

“That Kilkenny Borough Council call on Kilkenny County Council to hold in abeyance the development of the Central Access Scheme for the City of Kilkenny, granted planning by An Bord Pleanala in December 2011. In doing so, Kilkenny Local Authorities would prioritize the completion of the Northern Section of the Outer Ring Road, thereby protecting the integrity of the historic core of St Canice’s Precinct and the retail core of the City.”

A roll call vote resulted in the motion being defeated by nine votes to two, with members voting as follows:

For the motion:



Cllr. Noonan 



Cllr. Funchion


Against the motion:


 
 Cllr. 
M. Brett


 Cllr.  J. Coonan


 
 Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick



 Cllr. D. Fitzgerald



 Cllr. J. Leahy


 
 Cllr. J. Malone



 Cllr. A. McGuinness


 
 Cllr. S. Ó’hArgáin


 
 Cllr J. Reidy

9.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Malcolm Noonan received 8th October, 2012.

Deferred

“That Kilkenny Borough Council would seek to develop an area at the Gravel Walk for inter-generational activities and in particular chess and draughts to broaden the use of the Parade and Gravel Walk and to support Age Friendly County Strategy and Planning Policy of the Local Authorities."

10.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. Martin Brett and Cllr. Joe Reidy received 12th October, 2012.


Deferred

“We the undersigned do hereby propose to revoke the resolution of 11th May 2009 referring to the Part 8 development at the Closh, Walkin Street.”
11.
Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr. John Coonan received 23rd January 2013.


Deferred

"That Kilkenny Borough Council investigates the provision of universal 
pedestrian access from the viewing platform at Windgap Hill to the 
Canal 
Walk off Lacken".


12.
Any other business.
13.
Conferences.

Proposed by Cllr D. Fitzgerald

Seconded by Cllr. M Brett


And agreed


“That Cllr. J. Leahy attend the Energy Action European Conference 2013, 11/12th March 2013, in Ballsbridge Hotel, Dublin”

Proposed by Cllr J. Leahy


Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett


And agreed


“That Cllr. D. Fitzgerald attend Spring seminar of the A.M.A.I. on 15/16th February 2013, in New Ross.

The Meeting then concluded


Signed:











      MAYOR


Date:







