KILKENNY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 9th JANUARY, 2012 AT 7.30 PM

Mayor, Councillor David Fitzgerald, Presiding.

Present:

Councillors:
Martin Brett, John Coonan, Marie Fitzpatrick, Kathleen Funchion, Joe Malone, Betty Manning, Andrew McGuinness, Malcolm Noonan,  Seán Ó hArgáin, Joe Reidy.

Apologies:
Cllr. Paul Cuddihy
Also Present:


Mr. John Mulholland, Director of Services, Mr. John Dempsey, Head of Finance, Kilkenny County Council, Mr. K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Planner, Kilkenny County Council, Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Town Clerk, Ms. Catherine Cooney, Staff Officer.
Mayor’s Summons of Meeting:

Notice dated 3rd January, 2012, convening a Monthly Meeting for this date was read.

Item 1. :
Confirmation of Minutes:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 13th December, 2011:
Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 13th December, 2011, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin
Seconded by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan
And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 13th December, 2011:
Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 13th December, 2011, having been previously circulated were tabled for confirmation, it was

Proposed by Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

Seconded by Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

And Resolved:

“That the minutes as presented to this meeting be and are hereby adopted.”

The minutes were then signed by the Mayor.

Item No. 2:

Matters brought forward by direction of the Mayor.
The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and began by extending his New Year greetings to all present.
Condolences

The sympathy of the Borough Council was extended to the families of the following who were recently deceased:-

Timmy Hickey, Perth W. Australia and late of Glendine Heights and Newpark, Kilkenny.

Patricia (Paddy) Friel, Patrick’s Gate, Outrath Road, Kilkenny.
Very Reverend Martin Cleere, P.P., Windgap, Co. Kilkenny, formerly of Foulkstown, Kilkenny.

Seamus Fahy, 20, St. Francis Terrace, Kilkenny.

The resolution was then put to the meeting and respectfully passed in silence, all present standing.

Mayor’s Coal Fund
The Mayor acknowledged and thanked all those who contributed to the Mayor’s Coal Fund and in particular the donation of the Defence Forces.  The Mayor also advised that the Mayor’s Christmas Concert also raised an amount of €5,000 which was donated to the St. Vincent De Paul.
Joint Policing Committee – Public Meeting
The Mayor informed the meeting of the upcoming public meeting of the Kilkenny City Joint Policing Committee being held on Thursday, 2nd February, 2012, at 7.15 p.m. in the Club House Hotel, Patrick Street, Kilkenny.
Eucharistic Bell
The Mayor advised the members of an invitation from Cllr. Joe Malone for the Members to parade with the Eucharistic Congress Bell on Saturday, 14th January, 2012 to St. Mary’s Cathedral for mass with Bishop Freeman.
Item No. 3:
Operational Performance of the Watershed
Mr. Dermot Gaynor, The Watershed, made a presentation to the meeting regarding the operational performance of the Watershed Leisure Complex which included the following:

· Summary of 2011
· New increased activities.

· “What’s new” for 2012.

· Current issues.

The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. Gaynor for his comprehensive briefing.  Mr. Gaynor responded to a number of queries relating to the following issues:

· Decrease in Membership

· How the Council can help to promote the Complex.

· Promotion of the Watershed through Kilkenny Tourism and Hotels.

· Replacement of track turf.

· Future pricing regime.

· Usage of the complex – City and County.

Item No. 4:
Report on Works on Smarter Travel Programme.
Mr. Kieran Fitzgerald gave a brief presentation on the progress to date of the Smarter Travel Programme.

Following the presentation some Members expressed their concerns and dissatisfaction regarding the recent works carried out on College Road and the lack of consultation with the Members.  Members also queried their powers in relation to undoing such work and Mr Mulholland pointed out that the Local Government legislation does not provide for such a situation.  

Mr. John Mulholland further explained that the works carried out were sub Part 8 threshold and were carried out in accordance with the Road Traffic Regulations to make provision for the proper management of pedestrians, cyclists and drivers.  Mr. Mulholland also referred to time constraints imposed between the notification of funding from the Department and the carrying out of works.  He recommended that the scheme be completed and reviewed after an appropriate period.  Mr. Mulholland advised that the Roads Authority in this case is Kilkenny County Council and the issue should be brought before the Kilkenny Electoral Committee

Cllr. Joe Reidy raised the possibility of putting forward a motion in relation to the issue, to which Mr. Brian Tyrrell, Town Clerk, advised that a Motion put to the meeting would have to go through the usual process for the submission of Notices of Motion as set down in the Standing Orders for Borough Council meetings.

Following a further discussion, Cllr. Joe Reidy, Cllr. Betty Manning, Cllr. Joe Malone and Cllr. Andrew McGuinness declared their intention to leave the meeting in protest and accordingly left the Chamber.
The remaining Members partook in a further lengthy discussion on this issue during which the Mayor referred to advice given to him by Mr. John Mulholland regarding the powers of the Elected Members of the Borough Council and expressed his concerns regarding the role of the elected members of Kilkenny Borough Council in relation to such matters.  

 It was further agreed that the matter would be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting of Kilkenny Electoral Area, the outcome of which will be reported back to the Members of the Borough Council.
Item No. 5:
Central Access Scheme for the City of Kilkenny.
Mr. John Mulholland made a presentation on the Kilkenny Central Access Scheme in relation to the proposed scheme and the funding of same.
In response to queries raised by Members following the presentation, Mr. Mulholland stated that the earliest construction time is June 2013 for an estimated period of 32 months.   Members requested that public meetings be held to brief local people in the areas affected by the Scheme and allow people to put forward questions and receive answers in relation to the An Bord Pleanála Decision.

Mr. Mulholland also confirmed that new funding will have to be identified for the renovation of Greensbridge.

Item No. 6:
Kilkenny Borough Council Capital Budget 2012 to 2014

It was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. David Fitzgerald

Seconded by:
Cllr. John Coonan

And resolved

“that Item No. 6 be deferred to the February Monthly Meeting.”

Item No. 7:
Savour Kilkenny Festival Review.

The Mayor advised that the representative of the Savour Kilkenny Festival Committee informed him that he was not sufficiently prepared for this meeting but has agreed to meet with the Members in the future.
Item No. 8:
Urbact Links Project.
Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Planner, Kilkenny County Council, gave a presentation to the meeting on the progress of the Urbact Links Project to date.  

Following a discussion it was:

Proposed by:

Cllr. Malcolm Noonan

Seconded by:

Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin

And resolved

“that the standing Committee for the restoration of St. Mary’s Church and Graveyard be reconvened.”

It was further confirmed that the future outcome of the Urbact Links Project would possibly lead to E.U. Funding for the development of St. Mary’s Church and Graveyard.
Item No. 9:

Statute Law Revision Bill 2011.

Mr. Brian Tyrrell referred to correspondence received from the Office of the Attorney General and circulated to the Members on 12th December, 2011.  This involves the repeal of very old legislation and the members approval to same is requested.  It was:
Proposed by:

Cllr. Martin Brett

Seconded by:

Cllr. John Coonan

And resolved

“that Kilkenny Borough Council hereby approves of the repeal of the statues proposed under Schedule 2 of the Attorney General’s correspondence of 25th November, 2011.”

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:









MAYOR

Date:







